
KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA SANGATHAN 

RO BANGALORE 

 

 

 

STUDY MATERIAL 

 

 

 

 

CLASS X 

TERM I 

 

 

 

SUBJECT : ENGLISH 

 

 

 

Session 2015-16 



SPLIT UP SYLLABUS (2015-16) 

CLASS-X (ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE)  TERM - I 

CODE NO. 101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Textbooks 
Literature Reader 

Summative Assessment – I 

Fiction   
1. Two Gentlemen of Verona 
2 Mrs. Packletide’s Tiger 
3. The Letter 
Poetry  
1. The Frog and the Nightingale 

2. Mirror 

3. Not Marble, Nor the Gilded Monuments 

Drama 

1. The Dear Departed  

                              Main Course Book 

1.Health and Medicine 

2. Education 

3. Science 

                          Long Reading Text- Novel 

The Story of My Life –By Helen Keller 

Chapter 1 to 14 



                                          WORK BOOK:  
Term I 

1.  Determiners 
2.  Tenses 
3.  Subject-Verb Agreement 
4.  Non-Finites 
5.  Relatives 
6.  Connectors 
7.  Conditionals 

Term II 
1. Comparison 
2. Avoiding Repetition 
3. Nominalization 
4. Modals 
5. Active and Passive 
6. Reported Speech 
7. Prepositions 

 

 

*NOTE ON WORKBOOK 
The suggested split up of the units of the Workbook reflects a distribution for the purpose of classroom 
teaching only. Since grammar and usage is not to be tested directly, but in an integrated manner, the 
split up as shown above will not restrict questions in the grammar section of SA I and SA II question 
papers to the specific units shown in the split up of Workbook units. Grammar will be tested by 
recycling grammar items learnt over a period of time in a comprehensive manner. Teachers may 
adapt this suggested distribution for classroom teaching making modifications according to their 
specific needs. Similarly Formative Assessment of grammar items may also be carried out in an 
integrated manner along with the skills of Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening as well as 
Literature. 

 
 

 

QUESTION PAPER PATTERN 
CLASS-X (ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE) 

CODE NO. 101 

Summative Assessment (2015-16) 
 

SECTION WISE WEIGHTAGE IN ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE 
 
 
 

Section  Total Weightage Out of 90 
A Reading Skills 20 
B Writing Skills with Grammar 25 
C Literature Text Book and Long Reading Text 25 
D Assessment of Speaking and Listening (ASL) 20 
 Total  90 

 
Note:  

• Assessment of Speaking and Listening skills (ASL) will be done formally at the term end 
examination in Summative –II. Schools can conduct ASL for Summative – I themselves as per 
the guidelines provided by the CBSE. However assessment of these skills may also be done 
under the Formative activities spread over two terms 

 



• There will be one written paper of English at the end of each term carrying 70 marks. The time 
limit will be three hours. 

 
SECTION A: READING          20 Marks 
 
Qs 1-2. This section will have two unseen passages of a total length of 700-750 words. The 
arrangement within the reading section is as follows: 
 
Q.1: A Factual passage 300-350 words with eight very short answer type questions.                                                                                          
8 Marks 
 
Q. 2: A Discursive passage of 350-400 words with four short answer type questions to test inference, 
evaluation and analysis and four MCQs to test vocabulary.                                                                              
12 Marks 
 

 
SECTION B: WRITING & GRAMMAR        25 Marks  
 
Q. 3: Letter to the Editor / Article in about 100-120 words based on any visual / verbal stimulus.  

5 Marks 
Q.4: Writing a short story based on a given outline or cues in about 150-200 words.                                                                                                   
10 Marks 
 
The Grammar syllabus will include the following areas in classes IX & X. 
1. Tenses 

2. Modals (have to, had to, must, should, need, ought to and their negative forms) 

3. Use of passive voice 

4. Subject – verb concord 

5. Reporting 

(i) Commands and requests 

(ii) Statements 

(iii) Questions 

6. Clauses: 

(i) Noun clauses 

(ii) Adverb clauses of condition and time 

(iii) Relative clauses 

7. Determiners, and 

8. Prepositions 

The above items may be tested through test types as given below: 
 
Q. 5: Gap filling with one or two words to test Prepositions, Articles, Conjunctions and Tenses.                                                                                                    
3 Marks 
Q. 6: Editing or Omission          4 Marks 
Q. 7: Sentences reordering or Sentence Transformation in context.   3 Marks 
 
SECTION C: LITERATURE TEXTBOOK AND LONG READING TEXT         25 Marks  



Q. 8. One out of two extracts from prose/ poetry / play for reference to context. Three   very short 
answer questions.        3 Marks 

One mark in each extract will be for vocabulary. One question will be used for testing local and global 
comprehension and one question will be on interpretation. 

Q. 9. Four short answer questions from the Literature Reader to test local and global comprehension 
of theme and ideas (30-40 words each)    2x4 = 8Marks 

Q.10. One out of two long answer questions to assess how the values inherent in the text have been 
brought out. Creativity, imagination and extrapolation beyond the text and across the texts will be 
assessed. (80-100 words)                               4 Marks 

Q. 11. One out of two Very Long Answer Question on theme or plot involving interpretation, inference 
and character in about 150-200 words based on prescribed novel.                                                                    
10 Marks 

 
 
 

SECTION - A 

READING 

(APPLICABILITY SA I & SA II) 
 

TIPS ON COMPREHENDING UNSEEN PASSAGES 

 

 Read the passage carefully to know what the passage is about. 
 Identify the main points. 
 Analyze, interpret and infer the ideas in a text. 
 Deduce the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
 Read the whole passage before attempting questions. 
 
SPECIFIC TIPS TO ENHANCE YOUR MARKS 
 

1. Reading cards (CIEFL) up to No. 50 

2. Newspaper articles of different types and lengths. Focus on topics like great personalities, 

events, latest scientific research, environment etc. 

3. Reading books on varied subjects e.g. Nature, science, science-fiction, travel, latest education 

trends, great personalities in different field. 

 

List of newspapers and magazines. 

    Times of India 

     DNA 



     Indian Express                                               Reader’s Digest 

     Hindustan Times                                            Tinkle Special 

     Magazines                                                       Wizard 

     India Today                                                     Digit 

     Outlook                                                            Down to Earth 

     The Week                                                        Business World 

     Sports Star                                                       Quest 

     Frontline                                                          Tinkle 

     Geo                                                                   Chip 

                                                                    

 For graded comprehension passages with answer key visit the website 

www.englishforeveryone.org 

 

Qs 1-2. This section will have two unseen passages of a total length of 700-750 words. The 
arrangement within the reading section is as follows: 
 
Q.1: A Factual passage 300-350 words with eight very short answer type questions.                                                                                
8 Marks 
 
Q. 2: A Discursive passage of 350-400 words with four short answer type questions to test inference, 
evaluation and analysis and four MCQs to test vocabulary.                                                                                                   
12 Marks 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASSAGE : 1 (Solved)  

1.Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:           
   

                        How my Life changed its Course                    08 Marks 

 

1. Ever since I can remember, I always felt I was stupid, really stupid. I lost my father when I was 
three. Since I was a sick child, a polio victim, I lived with my grandmother in Mumbai so I could 
avail of the metro’s advanced medical facilities. I remember being on the streets all day, playing 
or lazing around. 

2. When I turned ten, my mother and my sister came to live in Mumbai too. My sister was a bright 
student, always securing high grades. She and my mother encouraged me to study, but I just 
could not bring myself to concentrate on any subject. I would get bored and feel sleepy when 
forced to open my books. After innumerable lectures on the importance of studying had failed, 
mother tried threats as well, but nothing worked, I truly believed I was stupid; no matter how 
much I worked, it wouldn’t help. 

3. One afternoon, as always, I was sitting under a tree in the school premises eating potato wafers 
when I saw a former classmate approaching me. Aditi and I had been   in the same class the year 
before. I had failed sixth grade and had to repeat the year; Aditi had topped the class and was the 
brightest student of the seventh grade too. I flinched a little as I saw her walk towards me. ‘Hi,’ 
she said. ‘Hi,’ I replied, but not with much enthusiasm; I wanted her to leave. I continued to eat 
my chips. Ignoring my coldness, she sat down next to me. For five minutes neither of us spoke 
and then she asked, ‘Is Devika your real sister?’   ‘Yes, she is, ‘I answered. 

4. ‘So how come she doesn’t teach you so that you too can do well? she asked. I peered at her, 
wondering if she was making fun of me, but all I could see on her face was earnestness. No, she is 
not trying to tease me, I decided.  This time I answered a little more warmly, ‘She tries to, but I 
don’t like studying.’ ‘Why not? I’m sure you can get good grades too,’ she said emphatically. ‘No, I 
can’t. I have no brains. God forgot to give me brains, health or beauty. He gave me nothing.’ 

5. “That’s not true. And anyway, health and beauty can’t be helped, but God has given brains to 
everyone, we only have to learn to use it.’ I shook my head, ‘No, I have difficulty in concentrating, 
and books bore me; there is no hope for me. Please leave me alone. I am stupid, and always will 
be.’ With the gentlest tone that she could muster she said, ‘I can prove it to you that you are not 
stupid. Give me one chance, I will teach you to study.’ 

6. Though I was softening from inside, I still held on to my low self-esteem. ‘You’ll be wasting your 
time. I cannot study, I am not as bright as you are nor lucky as my sister,’ I said. She said, ‘Let 
me try and help you, please. I will show you the right way to study. You just have to cooperate 
with me. Will you try?’ Her belief in me proved more powerful than my doubts about myself. She 
won and I relented. 
 

A4.1  Give reasons for the following-                                                 4 marks 

a) The writer believed that she was stupid.  
b) The writer flinched as she saw her friend walking towards her. 
c) The writer lacked interest in her studies. 
d) The writer was not a very confident or assertive girl. 

 



4.2 Complete the following                                                                 4 marks 

      a) When she had to study she felt ------- and -----------. 

      b) The writer said that God had forgotten to give her brains ----------- and ------ 

      c) Her mother tried to convince her to study by ________ and ----------------. 

      d) -------- was the writer’s sister and --------- was a classmate in the previous year. 

Answers 

4.1  a) because she could not concentrate on studies. 

        b) because she did not want to talk to her. 

        c) because she did not perform well. 

        d) because she was not good at studies. 

4.2  a) bored and sleepy 

       b) health and beauty 

       c) lecturing and threatening 

       d) Devika, Aditi 

 

 

A REAL CONCERN 

God gave us enough of wisdom, 
Instead we employed it for own stardom. 

God gave us a thought of mercy, 
Instead we made fun of it without trace. 

God gave us an element of tender feelings, 
Instead we misused for selfish passions. 
God gave us the light to protect justice, 
Instead we explored ways for injustice. 
God gave us darkness to rest in peace, 

Instead we chose to become slaves of bliss. 
God gave us nature as our shield, 

Instead we destroyed it for personal ends. 
God provided us with option of amity, 

Instead we opted ways for creating enmity. 
Yet, God gave us an another great chance, 

The greatest and most precious essence and 
yes the essence of love towards one and all, 
Instead we created hatred for our own fall. 

—by Dr. T. Ashok Chakravarthy 

 
 



1. Complete the following sentences. [1 × 5 = 5] 
(a) When God gave us wisdom we employed it for our own stardom. 
(b) When God gave us tender feelings we misused them for our selfish passion. 
(c) When God gave us nature as our shield we destroyed it for our personal use. 
(d) When God gave us love towards one and all we created hatred for our own fall. 
(e) When God gave us darkness to rest in peace we chose to become slaves of bliss. 
 
2.  Answer the following questions briefly.                                   [1 × 3 = 3] 
 a) What for God gave us light? 
ANS.  to protect justice  
b)  God gave us a thought of mercy, how have we misused it? 
ANS. by making fun of it. 
c)  What is responsible for the fall of mankind? 
ANS. hatred. 
 
 

PASSAGE:3 (Solved) 
 
                       It took the Portuguese five years to get over the humiliation that Spain, their enemy, 
had discovered America when it could have been they. In 1497, they sent Vasco de Gama the other 
way round the world. He did indeed find India’s legendary wealth. He informed Portugal’s King Manuel 
of “India’s large cities, large buildings and rivers, and great populations.” He spoke about spices, 
jewels, and mines but added that Indians were not interested in European trinkets and clothes. They 
made far better fabrics and trinkets themselves. In the European mind “Golconda” became the symbol 
of the haunting wealth of India. “The discovery of America and the passage to the East Indies by the 
Cape of Good Hope are the two greatest events in the history of mankind,” wrote Adam Smith.  

At the end of the 16th century, economic historians tell us, India’s wealth sustained more than a 
hundred million people. With plenty of stable land, its agriculture was vibrant with productivity 
comparable to the best in the world. There was a vigorous and large skilled artisan workforce that 
produced not only cottons but also luxurious products for the zamindars and the courts. The economy 
produced a great financial surplus, and the annual revenues of the Mughal Emperor, Aurangzeb 
(1659-1701), were more than ten times those of his contemporary Louis XIV, the richest king of 
Europe. This supported the growing Mughal Empire and financed spectacular monuments like the Taj 
Mahal. When the English later got to this wealth they found that India produced the world’s best 
cotton yarn and textiles. To this huge industry they provided the powerful stimulus of European 
demand, and made it even richer. Thus, by the end of the 17th century, India had a sophisticated 
market and credit structure and controlled a quarter of the world trade in textiles, according to Paul 
Bairoch. It had 22.6 per cent share of world GDP (or roughly America’s share of the world’s wealth 
today), confirms Angus Madison. Indian cottons transformed the dress of Europe, and cotton 
underwear changed the standards of cleanliness and comfort in the west.  

The Indian peasant, however, was very poor. Because the rapacious Mughal State took away 
something like half the agricultural product, there was little incentive to improve the land. The 
merchants hid their wealth for fear of the tax collector.  

There is no easy answer to the problems that the country was prosperous and the people were poor. 
Lest we forget 250 years ago peasants everywhere were poor and today’s great disparities in income 
between nations did not exist then. The difference between Europe and India (or China) was around 2 
to 1 versus 20 to 1 today. 



The English, who learned about textiles from India, soon turned the tables in the late 18th century. 
They began making textiles with machines and this began the west’s industrial revolution, and brought 
it amazing prosperity. As a result, handloom weavers were destroyed all over the world, including 
India. We blamed Britain for impoverishing us, but the question is why India not experienced an 
industrial revolution. The truth is that pre-British India was significantly behind Western Europe in 
technology, institutions and ideas. A scientific revolution had not occurred. 

 How to make a poor nation prosperous is a more difficult question. The answer seems to lie in 
technology and institutions. Since Britain’s industrial revolution there has been for the first time in 
recorded history a continuous flow of inventions. Moreover, these have been absorbed commercially 
as profitable innovations. History teaches that a nation’s ability to absorb these innovations and create 
an industrial revolution depends on having the right institutions in place—for example, property rights, 
schools, and stable governance. In the second half of the 20th century, the Far-Eastern nations 
demonstrated that it can become rich, and very quickly. They took less than thirty years to transform 
their societies, whereas the West needed a hundred. After the reforms, India too is poised to do it 
soon–as long as we keep vigorously reforming our damaging socialist institutions and investing in 
education. 

(Courtesy : ‘The Times of India’) 

 

 

1. Taking cues from the passage complete the following sentences.           [1 × 4 = 4 marks] 

(a) At the end of 16th century India’s wealth sustained more than a hundred million people. 

(b) By the end of 17th century India had a sophisticated market and credit structure. 

(c) In the late 18th century the English began making textiles with machines and industrial 
revolution brought amazing prosperity. 

(d) In the second half of 20th century, the Far- Eastern nations proved that a poor nation can 
become rich very quickly. 

2. Answer the following questions briefly.    [1 × 4 = 4 marks] 

(a) Why did the Portuguese feel humiliated for five years? 

ANS. They felt humiliated because their enemy, Spain, discovered America when it could have been 
their discovery. 

(b) How does the writer prove that India’s wealth in the 16th century sustained more than a hundred 
million people? 

ANS. Writer proved it by pointing out that India had plenty of stable land, vibrant productivity, and 
vigorous and large skilled artisan workforce. The economy produced a great financial surplus, which 
financed spectacular monuments like the Taj Mahal. 

(c) What did the English discover later? 

ANS. They discovered that India produced the world’s best cotton yarn and textiles. 

(d) Why was the Indian peasant poor? 



ANS. This was because the greedy Mughal State took away half the agriculture product and there was 
little incentive to improve the land. 

PASSAGE:4 (Solved)                                                                              (12 Marks) 
As parents, we strive hard to give our children the best of everything. We ensure to give them all the 
possible comforts, facilities, education, pleasure and exposure so that they can have a wonderful life. 
But the most important thing parents forget to provide their children is ‘self-worth’. If your child 
doesn’t love himself, he will not have the ability to give love. If he keeps on demeaning himself, he 
might become successful but will never feel powerful. Give your child the gift of self-worth and his life 
will be a rocking affair. Introspect, who do you think you are? Creative or dull? Intelligent or good for 
nothing? Loving or quarrelsome? Isn’t it a fact that what you believe you are, is something that your 
parents labelled you as? The label you give to your child is the ultimate truth of his life. Your child will 
identify himself by not what he feels he is, but by what label his parents have given him. Tell your 
child he is an achiever, and he’ll be. Tell him he is a loser, and he’ll lose all the battles of his life. Even 
if he becomes the CEO of a multinational, your label of being ‘good for nothing’ will always be at the 
back of his mind. So it is you, no one from outside or any other achievement that can build your 
child’s self-worth. 

Every child is unique. Each child has his own set of qualities, so there is no question of comparison. 
Don’t expect your child to have all the traits you want. Only when you accept your child in totality, 
you’ll be able to love him unconditionally. And your love will nurture his self-worth every moment of 
his life. 

While helping our child identify what is wrong, invariably we start criticizing the child. If your child 
picks up a fight, counsel him that fighting is something unacceptable. Do make him know that you are 
hurt by his actions but never condemn him for being ‘aggressive’ or ‘insensitive’. Motivate him to give 
up the wrong behaviour and not discourage him into blaming himself. 

Do you remember how you felt when you were last appreciated at work or in a personal relationship? 
How good it made you feel about yourself? The same applies to children. Appreciate your child 
whenever you see him doing something right. Be lavish and honest in your praise. Create 
opportunities to boost his self-esteem. Like, seek his help in household chores and then reward him. 
Enroll him into a recreation of his choice maybe dancing or swimming and then applaud him. 
Remember, praise a child on his progress and do not wait till he does it perfectly. Express your love 
for your child. Let him know how much joy he has brought in your life. Hug him, spend time with him, 
do little things to make him feel cherished. Let your child always receive positive vibrations from you 
that he is someone precious. Then your child will believe that he is someone who is lovable and 
huggable.                                                                                                                                                                                            
(12 Marks)                                                                               

1. Answer the following questions :                 [2 × 4 = 8 marks] 

(a) Why do the parents strive hard? 

ANS. Parents strive hard to give their children all the possible comforts, facilities, education, pleasure 
and exposure to lead to a wonderful life. 

(b) Why shouldn’t children be compared to others? 

ANS. Parents shouldn’t do so because every child is unique. Each child has its own set of qualities. 

 



(c) If your child misbehaves or does something wrong, what should your attitude be? 

ANS. Counsel him that his behavior is unacceptable. He should not be condemned for 
his misbehavior but he should be motivated to give up his wrong doings. 
 
(d) According to the author, when should parents praise the child? 
 
ANS. Parents should praise the child on his progress and should not wait till he does it perfectly. 
 
4. Choose words from the passage which mean the same as following:  
                                                                                        [ 1 × 4 = 4 marks] 
(a) to struggle 
(b) act of observing one’s own mind 
(c) to praise 
(d) to entertain in the mind 
ANS. (a) strive (b) introspect (c) appreciate (d) cherish 
 

 

PASSAGE : 5 (Unsolved) 

            

1) The world’s smallest dog, the Chihuahua or the Pocket Dog is barely 1 kg to 2 kg as an adult! 
The Chihuahua is named after a Mexican State, but its roots can be traced back to China. Today 
this breed is popular choice among the dog lovers world over and their popularity seems to be ever 
increasing. 

2) The main advantage of this breed is that they need no particular exercise. They are quite 
satisfied with their walks within their house. Being small, however, does not mean that they are 
dull, on the contrary they are sharp, alert animals, very strong in character. They are good guard 
dogs due to their strong cords. They have an inherent curiosity that makes them want to know 
what goes on within the house. 

3) For show purposes the maximum permissible weight is 0.9kg to 1.8 kg. Chihuahuas are of two 
types, the long coated and the smooth coated. The long coated ones have flat or slightly wavy 
coats. The smooth coated ones are soft textured and glossy in appearance. 

4) They can be of any color. Their heads are apple dome-shaped and in some animals, the frontal 
areas of the skull do not fuse! The nose is short and the ears are at an angle of 45 degrees to the 
head. The dogs are slightly longer than the tail and the tail is carried like a sickle that just touches 
the back. The body on the whole is compact and has a graceful appearance. Occasionally a tail-less 
dog is born but tail cropping is not an accepted practice. 

5) Compared to other pups, they require little care, and only the long-haired variety needs 
grooming. They tend to exercise themselves within the confines of the house. This makes them 
prone to have overgrown nails that need regular clipping. As far as their diet is concerned, they 
could be fussy and choosy eaters, but then almost all toy breeds are so! They are intelligent and 
learn easily. 

 



6) They are very active within the house and literally are burglar alarms. They are good with 
children and are loyal and devoted to the family. On the whole, the Chihuahua is quite a pet! At 
just six inches, it is bundle of energy. Most people are surprised seeing these animals and the 
general awareness of this breed is still low. However, just one hurdle remains. Because this is a 
pocket dog, it may pinch a few pockets.                                                                                          
(8 marks) 

 
Q1 Read the following summary of the information given in the passage and fill in each of the 
spaces with one word only.                               (1 X 6=6 marks)  
 
The most popular variety of (a) -------- dogs today is Chihuahua. The (b) ------- size is its greatest 

attraction as an adult weighs just between 1 kg and 2 kg. A walk within the house gives them (c) --

--------- .Besides strength of character, they possess (d) --------- and alertness. They are always 

(e) --------- to know what is happening inside the house. Their strong vocal cord makes them (f) --

---------- as burglar alarms. 

 

Q2 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions as briefly as 
possible.                                                                            (2 marks) 
 
 (a) The pocket dog is not only a show piece but a good guard as well because 

__________________________________________________________. 

(b) This breed is rapidly becoming more popular because these pups 

_________________________________________________________  

 

 

PASSAGE:6 (Unsolved) 
 
 
1. Dussehra and Diwali leave us in a mess-physically speaking. After all the lavish indulgences, our 
body literally sends signals that it is time we slow down. And there is a way out-remove the toxins. 
 
2. Most people believe that going on a detox trip is like suffering a crash diet and a method to lose 
weight, which is wrong notion. Nutrition head of Gold’s Gym Ashwini Sukumar explains that 
detoxification has its roots in traditional Chinese medicines that have also been used in ancient India, 
Asia and Egypt. It is the body’s natural, ongoing process of neutralizing or eliminating toxins from the 
body. “A detox diet post Diwali blast is for those who want to bring their bodies back to its original 
condition following festival fun. You may decide to use a detox plan as a regular thing when you begin 
to feel the benefits and can use the principles again, depending on the extent of detox you are looking 
to achieve,” she explains. 
3. She also explains that it is necessary and important to go on a detox diet after binging on your 
favourite food. “Many chemicals we ingest daily, through food, water and air, are deposited as fat cells 
in our bodies. A diet that lacks certain nutrients may also impair our natural ability to detoxify 
chemicals, which further leads to their build-up in the body. So, it is necessary to go on a detox diet to 
cleanse all that.” states Ashwini. The benefits include improved digestion, and increased concentration 
and clarity. 
 



4. Many people also go on such diets to lose weight, is it a good thing? We ask. “If you fast for several 
days, you will shed weight, no question. But typically, most of the weight loss is water loss and some 
of it may be muscle tissue. Fasting or detoxing for longer periods can also slow down your 
metabolism, making it harder to keep the weight off or lose weight later. 
5. While, director of wellness chi-health, Sheela Krishnaswamy says, “modern medicine has no 
Scientific-belief in detox diets because the liver, kidneys, colon and skin remove waste products from 
our body on a daily basis, irrespective of what we may eat. But alternate therapists endorse detox 
diets very strongly, especially after a season of dietary excesses.” 
6. She also points out that working on such diets is a new concept. “Earlier women used to prepare 
sweets and snacks at home. They always knew what ingredients they would use and the preparation 
would also involve tedious work. Even if they binge the physical work that was involved during the 
preparation of these festivals would help them to cut down on the fat. But now everything is available 
on the shelf and of late, people prefer buying sweets at stores, where the calorie content is high,” she 
states. 
7. So what does a typical detox process entail? “Cut back on sugary stuff. Have lot of vegetables, fruit 
juices, coconut water and exercise if you have gained weight. But, remember to detox only for day or 
two. “Don’t go on a continuous crash, it will harm your body.” She warns.                                                                     
(12 Marks) 
 
A-Now answer the questions that follow, based on your reading of the above extract:     

2x4=8 
marks  

1. What is the wrong notion harboured by most people about detox diets?  
2. Why is it necessary to go on a detox diet? 
3. What comprises of a detox diet? 
4. Why does modern science not believe in detox diet? 
 
  
 
B- Choose the correct option that is closest in meaning to the words given below:            
                                                (4 Marks) 
1. Intake {para3} 
 a)  binging b) ingest c) cleanse  d) deposited 
2. Remove harmful or poisonous substance 
 a) detox  b) neutralize c) eliminate d) achieve 
3. Slow, too long  or dull {para6} 

 a) involved  b) available  c) tedious  d) physical 

4. approve /advocate 

 A) accept  b) endorse   c) alternate  d)excess 

PASSAGE:7 (Unsolved) 
 
   
1. India is so lively and refreshing. From here, the West looks somewhat, gray and struggling. Indeed, 
India looks all set to regain the centre stage it occupied a few centuries ago. But while it is developing 
very fast and its elite is striving to match up with the West, is it not,  the same time, putting at stake 
much of its precious environment, culture, traditions and values? Of course, the great country has 
ascribed influences of many previous invaders and colonizers without losing its identity. But presently, 
its westernization which is taking place at a frightening speed. 



 
2. Foreign trade delegations are rushing into the country even during the hottest months of the year. 
Starry-eyed businessmen, dressed in crisp black suits are hopping from one five-star hotel to another, 
cracking mega deals. Market scales and huge figures make them drool. They all want their chunk of 
the great Indian curry. However, the West is not always exporting its very best to India. Because it’s 
not just higher standards of safety or environmental friendliness, or valuable technologies and know-
how that are flowing from the western world. 
 
3. Fast food, tobacco, alcohol and toxic skin-whitening creams are pouring into India. This wave is 
promoting a western lifestyle based on consumerism, individualism and meaninglessness. And the 
pace of consumption is indeed picking up in India. Manufacturers of goods as different as cars, clothes 
or cellphones have noticed that in recent years the life cycle of products has shortened.  
 
4. While the older generation of Indians would buy a new product only when the previous ones useful 
life had ended, the young generation tends to fall for novelty. People want the latest generation of 
gadgets because they have more money and more access to such goods. But mostly, they are made 
to believe, by ever increasing and omnipresent publicity, that they will feel happier with the new 
product. To encourage this shopping frenzy, a quiet revolution is taking place in the form of rapidly 
increasing credit penetration. 
 
5. For historical and cultural reasons, well-to-do Indians traditionally avoided indebting themselves. 
This may be one less talked about reasons why the country’s economy avoided major trouble during 
the recent crisis. Only 20 million Indians possess a credit card and personal loans represent about 
10% of GDP. Whilst in most western economies, the latter account for approximately 100% of it. But 
all this is about to change with a booming credit industry.  
6. These trends may be healthy ingredients for thriving capitalism. But they may not prove soothing 
for the soul. Even if they all possess their own television, car, washing machine and fridge, Westerners 
are not necessarily a happier lot. Surveys show that their happiness has declined in correlation with 
the development of consumerism since World War II. Moreover, most people in the so-called 
developed nations suffer from obesity, loneliness depression and addiction to prescribed drugs. May 
be once upon a time they danced, sang songs and told stories, but now, free time often means 
watching TV or shopping. 
 
7. To meet the growing demand, natural resources are now being exploited in India, displacing 
millions of tribal people towards urban slums fuelling growing pockets of civil war-like conflicts across 
the country. Efforts may be made to fight the old caste system, but a social stratification based on 
consumption power is emerging. Along with this, India’s comparatively good criminality track record is 
bound to go on the rise in the coming years. 
 
8. From environmental perspective, the current scenario is down-right terrifying. Mountains are being 
blown up, forests are being shaved, soil and sacred rivers are being polluted to cater to the endless 
production of goods that are meant to be replaced as fast as possible. And whilst the West exports its 
toxic junk to places like India, where it is recycled in dangerous conditions by the informal sector, for 
peanuts, where will the India’s. rapidly growing waste be dumped?  
 
9. Maybe 50 years ago, the effects of massive consumption were largely ignored. But today, most 
people acknowledge many planets would be required if everyone picked up American consumer habits. 
 
10. Even the western toilets have become a status symbol in Indian middleclass homes. Millions of 
fancy flush toilets are added every year to new trendy restaurants, malls, condominiums and five-star 
hotels in Indian cities. Instead of adopting unsustainable imports from the West, there are areas 



wherein India should inspire the latter. With its traditional squatting toilet for instance. Not just 
because it is cheaper, more hygienic and better adapted to the human anatomy, but mostly, in a 
context where clean water is increasingly rare and pricy, because it requires much less of it. Countless 
other sustainable concepts, values and products from India could benefit Westerners. Strong extended 
family ties, respect for elders, kriya yoga and tongue-scrapers are just a few of them. 
 
11. India needs to avoid repeating the West’s mistakes. Only enlightened citizens can show the way 
towards a more viable economy but putting pressure on government, stressing India’s success should 
not be measured by GDP growth rates and spending habits alone. Nor it should aspire to become like 
the US or China 
 
12. Concerned and responsible Indian citizens can encourage sensible consumption behaviour by 
shopping less and wasting even lesser. By buying local products to keep the cottage industries, bazaar 
culture, traditional crafts and wisdom alive. In essence, by valuing their rich heritage and living simple 
and meaningful lives, Indians can set an example, and show the West that Mother India is much more 
than a well of business opportunities. It’s not just a matter of common sense; it’s about our survival.     
                                                                                                12 Marks                                                            
 
Q 1 Answer the following questions:                                  2x4=8 marks 
(a) What cost do we have to pay for westernization?         
(b) How do the salesmen try to tempt buyers for buying cell phones?      
(c) How do the old and young consumers differ in buying goods?       
(d) What are the threats faced by the developed countries due to consumerism?     
Q 2 Choose the correct option that is closest in meaning to the words given below:            
               4 
marks 
(a) attackers (para - 1)  
 a) invaders  b) colonizers  c) elite  d) precious       
    
(b) one who is present everywhere (para - 4)  
 a)  responsible  b) frenzy  c) omnipresent  d) omniscient     
   
(c) frightening (para - 8) 

 a) sacred  b) terrifying  c) pacifying  d) dangerous 

d fashionable /modern  (para - 10)  

 a) unsustainable  b) squatting  c) pricy  d) trendy      
    

PASSAGE : 8 (Unsolved) 
 
Cataract is opacity in the lens of the eye.  The normal lens allows light to reach the retina.  When it 
becomes opaque and does not allow light to reach the retina, we are unable to see clearly.  Today, 
modern medical advances have made cataract surgery very successful.  New surgical techniques and 
intraocular lenses can restore excellent vision in 97% of all cases.  In the 1960s’ Dr. Charles Kelman 
from the U.S. started a technique called Phacoemulsification in which cataract was removed through 
minute incision.  Then in 1998, Dr. Amar Agarwal started a technique called Phakonit in which 
cataracts were removed through a 3mm opening.  In 2001, a special lens was made which went 
through a small opening of one to 1.5mm.  This was called the Rollable Intraocular Lens. 
 



The causes for cataract formation are not fully known.  It is basically an aging phenomenon.  Next to 
old age are other factors like deficiency of food like proteins and vitamins, some toxic drugs, general 
diseases like diabetes, infections and injuries.  To delay the onset of cataract, one should take 
nourishing diet rich in proteins and vitamins.  Food such as liver, eggs, milk products, carrots, 
cabbages and yeast are good.  One must protect eyes from excessive exposure to sunrays, X-rays, 
and intense heat and injuries.  Diseases such as diabetes and syphilis should be treated early and 
effectively. 
 
There is no medical treatment for cataract.  The only treatment is surgery.  Once the cataract is 
removed, the eye is unable to focus, as there is no lens.  So, one has to use an artificial lens.  This 
can either be a pair of spectacles, contact lens or an intraocular lens.  Spectacles can be used as they 
are cheap and within the reach of the common man.  But these are very heavy and not comfortable.  
Further, if one removes them the person is blind.  Other disadvantages are that everything is 
magnified and the side view is very poor. 
 
The second alternative is to use contact lens.  This is an artificial lens placed on the eye.  Unlike 
spectacles they do not leave any lasting marks nor does the wearer have the stigma of spectacles 
attached to his personality.  Besides, they can be used according to the convenience of the person.  
The disadvantage, as with spectacles, is that when it is removed the person is blind.  Another problem 
is that they have to be put on in the morning and removed t night, which is difficult for an old person.  
So, the best method is to give the patient an intraocular lens.  This is an artificial lens in the eye 
during surgery.  It will remain in place till the end of life.  This lens does not irritate the eye. 
 
Today, cataract surgery is an outpatient procedure.  The patient comes in the morning for surgery and 
after the operation can go home.  The surgery is done without any injection, without any pad and 
without any stitch being placed in the eye.  This is called the no injection, no pad, and no stitch 
cataract surgical technique.  The patients are not at all admitted in the hospital and can go back to 
work the next day.  Besides, complications like infection and haemorrhage are very rare.  But if the 
retina or nerve of the eye is damaged, then even after cataract operation the person will not be able 
to see. 
 
1.1. The table below contains facts related to the history of cataract surgery and its alternatives.  Pick 
out the relevant words or phrases from the passage above and write only the answers in your answer 
sheets against the correct blank number.                                                               (6marks) 
 
HISTORY OF CATARACT SURGERY 
S. No. Year Technique used Name of the Doctor Procedure 
1. 1960 Phacoemulsification Dr.CharlesKelman a)__________ 

 
2. b) __________ c) _____________ d) __________ Cataract removed 

through three mm 
opening 

3. 2001 e) ____________ Dr.AmarAgarwal f) __________ 
 

                                                  
1.2 Write any two measures one can take to delay the onset of cataract  (2 Marks) 
I. _____________________________________________________________ 
II. _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Q: 2  Choose the correct option that is closest in meaning to the words given below                                                                                        
                                                                                     (4marks) 



I. opaque 
    a) that which does not allow light to pass  b) allows light to pass  
    c) restores vision  d) successful 
II. intense 
 a) severe  b) minute  c) ageing  d) artificial  
III. Magnified     
     a)  make something appear short  b) artificial  
     c) make something appear large d) comfortable 
IV.  Haemorrhage 
  a)  surgery  b) infection  c) swollen vein d) heavy bleeding 
PASSAGE : 9 (Unsolved) 

 
1. Lionel was in bad shape. My daughter Nola and I found him bloodied and beaten.  He was 

too weak to haul his poor, broken little body inside the house. By the time we saw him, his battered 
body has already had lost too much of blood .Lionel, the duck died a few minutes later. We never 
found out who had beaten Lionel so savagely, or why they felt the need to hurt him. A customer at 
Nola’s store said she found some teenagers jumping the back fence a minute before we found Lionel. 
They were carrying cricket bats. 
 2. When Nola solely broke the news to the customers over the next few days, they were 
devastated. One elderly gentleman was specially heart broken. After doing his weekly shopping, he 
used to feed Lionel a slice of bread or a biscuit which he kept in his pocket especially for the occasion. 
They would spend an hour every week like that, just chatting and enjoying each other’s company. 
When he heard about Lionel’s death, the old man sat down on the same bench and let the tears run 
freely down his cheeks. Two weeks later he was dead.   

3. Nola also had to tell the local primary school children who used to play with Lionel on their 
way to school. Lionel waddled around them, muttering and letting them feel his white soft feathers 
while they waited for the bus. Some of the children made sympathy cards for Nola. She also received 
many condolences- a few from friends and many from strangers. It was only then we realized how 
many friends Lionel had made: how many hearts he had touched. It seemed as if the whole town was 
mourning his death. Lionel was a very social duck. 

4. Lionel liked human company and loved to waddle around. Many people who came to the 
shop enjoyed passing the time of the day with the duck. But it was just not human company Lionel 
sought. Lionel was friend with an assortment of multicolored hens and one red rooster. But Lionel also 
liked spending time quietly by himself. 

5. An elderly couple who lived 100 Km away read about Lionel’s death in the newspaper and 
drove all the way to Nola’s shop  to deliver a condolence gift. It was statue of a duck ,the elderly man, 
an invalid pensioner had made. Nola, somberly placed the statue at the head of Lionel’s grave. The 
next day an acquaintance of mine, exasperated at all the fuss being made, said to me, “He was only a 
duck!” But he was wrong. Lionel was much more than that. He was a loving friend, not just to me but 
to many others and our lives certainly won’t be the same without him waddling around.    
 
1.1 On the basis of reading of the above passage, answer the following questions.                                                                                                              
2X 4= 8 Marks 

a) What happened to Lionel? 
b) What was the old man’s reaction when he came to know about Lionel’s death? 
c) Lionel was a social duck.  Give reason to support your answer? 
d) What was the elderly couple’s gift?  What did Nola do with it? 

 
 
1.2 Find words from the passage which mean the same as the following from the    paragraphs 
indicated.                         1X 4= 4 Marks 



1)  Speaking in low and unclear tone (Para 3)  
a) mourning  b) muttering  c) waddled  d) sympathy    
2) A person one knows slightly         (Para 5) 
a)  acquaintance  b)  somberly c) condolence d) exasperated 
3. Shocked and sad          (Para 2) 
a) devastated  b) chatting  c) savagely  d) solely 
4. To walk with short steps         (Para 4) 
a) assorted   b) battered  c) delivered  d) waddled 

 

PASSAGE : 10 (Unsolved) 

Do children really need such long summer breaks, was question posed by some experts recently. 
Apparently, such a long break disrupts their development and comes in the way of their learning 
process. Let’s get them back to their books, is perhaps the expert view, if not in so many words. One 
would have thought the children are doing too much during their vacations and not in so many words. 
One would have thought the children are doing too much during their vacations and not too little, 
given the plethora of classes, camps and workshops involving swimming, art, personality 
development, music, computers and the like that seem to cram their calendar. Even the trips taken in 
the name of holidays seem laden with exotic destinations and customized experience packed into a 
short period of time. We can do Europe in ten days and Australia in a week and come back armed with 
digital memories and overflowing suitcases. Holidays are in some ways, no longer a break but an 
intensified search for experience not normally encountered in everyday life. 

 

It is a far cry from summer holidays one experienced while growing up. For holidays every year meant 
one thing and one thing and one thing alone- you went back to your native place, logged in with the 
emotional headquarters of your extended family and spent two months with a gaggle of uncles, aunts 
and first and second cousins. The happiest memories of the childhood of a whole generation seem to 
be centered around this annual ritual of homecoming and of affirmation. We tendered tacit apologies 
for the separateness entailed in being individuals even as we scurried back into the cauldron of 
community and continuity represented by family. Summer vacation was a time sticky with oneness, as 
who we were and what we owned oozed out from our individual selves into a collective pot. 

 

Summer was not really a break, but a joint. It was the bridge used to reaffirm one’s connectedness 
with one’s larger community. One did not travel, one returned. It was not an attempt to experience 
the new and the extraordinary but one that emphatically underlined the power of the old and the 
ordinary. As times change, what we seek from our summer breaks too has changed in fundamental 
way. Today, we are attached much more to work and summer helps us temporarily detach from this 
new source of identity. We refuel our individual selves now; and do so with much more material than 
we did in the past. But for those who grew up in different times, summer was the best time of their 
lives.  

 

A.2.1 COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES TAKING HELP FROM THE TEXT.   
          (4 MARKS) 
 
a) Experts question the summer breaks given to the children because breaks 
________________. 

b) Students are kept busy during the summer vacations _________________. 



c) The writer’s happiest memories of childhood were centered around _______________. 

d)  Summer breaks in the present times are a way of ____________________.  

 

A.2.2 FILL IN THE BLANKS USING ONE WORD ONLY.            (4 MARKS) 
 

The realization that children’s summer breaks are (a)______ with a plethora of activities makes one 
conclude that they are doing (b) _______. Holidays have now turned into a (c)________ for new 
experiences. These are far removed from the times when summer breaks were a time (d)_______ 
with the extended family. 

 

A.2.3 FIND WORDS/PHRASES WHICH MEAN THE SAME AS:          (4 MARKS) 
  

  a) Clearly seen or understood (Para 1) 

  b) Excess (Para 1) 

  c) State as a fact, declare formally (Para 2) 

  d) Beyond what is usual (Para 3) 

 

 

 

 
SECTION B: WRITING & GRAMMAR (25 Marks) 

 

Q. 3: Letter to the Editor / Article in about 100-120 words based on any visual / verbal stimulus.                                                                                            
5 Marks 
Q.4: Writing a short story based on a given outline or cue/s in about 150-200 words.                                                                                                   
10 Marks 

 
Note:- The questions will assess students’ skill of expressing ideas in clear and grammatically 
correct English, presenting ideas coherently and concisely, writing a clear description, a clear 
account of events, expanding notes into a piece of writing or transcending information from one 
form to another. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



LETTER WRITING 

 

1. FORMAL LETTERS 

 

Formal letters include 

1. Business letters 

2. Official letters 

3. Applications 

4. Letters to Editor of newspapers, letters of complaints, etc.) 

 

Format : 

43Z-Ashok Vihar 

Mathura-2812005 

 

11 April,2011 

 

The Editor 

The Times of India 

New Delhi 

Subject:- 

Sir, 

 

Body of the letter: 1. Introduction 

                 2. Main Content 

                 3. Conclusion 

 

Thanking you, 

Yours sincerely/faithfully/truly, 



Sender’s address 

 

 

 

Date 

 

Address of the addressee 

(Receiver’s designation and  

Address) 

Salutation 

Subject Line to focus attention 

 

Body 

 

Complimentary close 

 

Sender’s Name 

Designation (if applicable) 

 

 

 

 

 

Solved Examples 

1- Anand witnessed an accident near the school gate where a child fell down and was hurt very badly. 
Many people were standing around but did not know what to do. Finally the child was carried to the 
hospital by a taxi driver. Anand felt the necessity to enable the students to render the first aid to the 
victim. He decides to write a letter to the editor of a local daily about the importance of knowing first 
aid. Write the letter on his behalf using your own ideas and the ideas from the unit ‘Health and 
Medicine’. 

 

 

Raghav 

(Designation) 

 



 

RX-45, Abhilasha Complex 

Greater Kailash 

New Delhi-42 

April 17, 2011 

 

The Editor 

The Times of India 

New Delhi 

Sub:-Importance of knowing first aid 

Sir, 

May I have the honour to draw the attention of the authorities and the people through the esteemed 
column of your newspaper about the importance of knowing the first aid? Today a child met an 
accident near the school gate. Many people were standing around but did not know what to do. Finally 
the child was carried to the hospital by a taxi driver. The students should be made aware of primary 
steps of first aid at school. In the school curriculum, it should be included. Even competitions should 
be held to make them efficient at first aid. 

At the same time, they should have their own mini first aid box at their home. The parents should 
encourage their children for this purpose. They should know what to do in such situations before the 
victim is carried to the hospital. At times, the first aid can be lifesaving. The government and the 
concerned educational authorities should initiate a step towards this. 

 

Thanking  you. 

Yours sincerely 

Anand 

 

1) A newspaper reader in Srinagar wants to write a letter to the editor of a local newspaper about the 
increasing awareness of health and diet. The table given below shows some changes from 1999 to 
2009. Using the information together with your own ideas from the unit of ‘Health and Medicine’, 
write a letter to the editor in not more than 100-120 words. 

 



 

 

7/50, B Mal Road 

Srinagar 

10 June, 2011 

The Editor 

The Tribune 

Srinagar 

Sub: -   Increasing awareness of health and diet. 

Sir, 

I write this letter to highlight the changes that are being observed in terms of awareness among 
people regarding health. Health seems to be quite on the top of people’s priority list. 

To give a few examples in 1999, there were only 5 yoga centers which doubled by 2009.As compared 
to 1999, the use of refined oil is increased by three times in 2009.There is a steep rise in the number 
of people going for morning walk, i.e. from 5% to 25%. The number of people going for regular health 
checkup has also gone up considerably. Advertisements are also playing a major role, in 1999 it 
was7% and now it has increased to 33%. As a result of all this, death rate has fallen from 15% to 
11%. 

 This shows that people’s attitude and concern regarding their own health has undergone a change. 
The dictum ‘Health is Wealth’ is probably being understood .As long as one lives, one should be 
healthy, hale and hearty, is the motto. 

 

     HEALTH IN SRINAGAR 

Number of yoga & health clubs 

People using refined oil  

People going for morning walk 

People going for regular health checkup 

Awareness programmes 

Role of advertisements 

Death rate  

 

   1999 

    5 

    20% 

     5% 

     8% 

    10% 

     7% 

     15% 

 

 

  2009 

   10 

    60% 

    25% 

    23% 

    40% 

    33% 

    11% 



This has given boost to health related business, showing an upward movement. If one is conscious 
about one’s health, it definitely pays in long run. 

Through this letter, I want people to know that they should avail the facility available as well as go for 
regular morning walks, to keep themselves hale and hearty. 

Thanking you.] 

Yours truly 

Sudha 

FOR PRACTICE 

1) You were a part of audience in a debate held in your school on ‘Technology, Its effects on 
modern life’. This set you thinking how the youth of today misuses technology .Write a letter 
in 100-120 words to the Editor of a newspaper on the dangers of such misuse and how it can 
be controlled. Use the following notes: 

Hints:  

Youth –easy prey to technology 

• Effects on health if misused 

• Waste of money and time 

      2) Given below is an extract from an article in ‘Newsweekly’: 

 

‘For years, I ate fast food because it was efficient and cheap. I had no idea I could be 
damaging my health,’ says Ravi Tripathi, 56, a maintenance worker with heart disease. 

 

Your younger brother is studying in a boarding school. Write a letter telling him about the health 
hazards caused by junk food, using your own ideas and the ideas from the unit on ‘Health and 
Medicine’. 

3) You are Gaurav. You feel that facilities for tourists should be improved in India. Write a letter to the 
secretary, Department of tourism in your state highlighting the need for improving facilities for 
tourists to promote tourism in your region. Ideas can be taken from the unit ‘Travel and Tourism’ 
besides your own ideas on the subject. Your answer should not exceed 150 words. 

4) You lost your wallet on the train. You haven’t found it yet. Write a letter to the station master of 
the local train station in about 150 words. In your letter 

a. Describe your wallet and what was in it. 

b. Request information about their lost and found service. 

c. State what action you want the station master to take. 

5) You happen to come across a group of children in tattered clothes begging on the road side. Their 
bones were peeping out of their skin-a perfect picture of malnutrition. You were very much touched. 



You decided to write a letter to the editor of ‘The Tribune’, Chandigarh. Write the letter in about 180 
words. 

6) You are Rachana/ Raghav, 15 MG road Agra. You happened to see the following news item in a 
newspaper. Write a letter to the editor of The Times of India, New Delhi expressing your views on the 
matter. 

 

New Delhi:-The Supreme court has passed an order that it is the responsibility of every citizen to look 
after their aged parents. If they fail, they will have no right of inheritance.  

 

E- Mails 

E-mail, also known as Electronic Mail is a method of exchanging digital messages across internet or 
other computer networks. It is the quickest way to communicate in writing. 

E-mail messages consist of two major sections: 

1- Header consisting of- subject, sender, receiver, date and time. 

2- Body which contains the message. It can contain formal/informal language depending on the 
purpose 

Tips on composing E-mails: 

Study the following tips on composing e-mails: 

 Subject 

It should be brief 

It should give a clue to the content of the message 

It need not be a complete sentence 

 Salutation 

Dear Sir / first name of the person 

 Opening statement 

Begin with a pleasantry or greeting  

When replying to a message - Thank you for your message / I received your message 

 Clarity and tone 

When you expect a reply - 'Please let me know' 

When you want help - 'Please' or 'Kindly' 

 Paragraphs 

Each main idea should be in a separate paragraph, making it easy for the reader to understand the 
message. 



Use complete sentences (no SMS language) 

 Complementary close 

Regards / love 

Do’s and Don’ts about E Mail: 

Do’s 

 Use an informative subject line. 

 Write most important information first. 

 Use number and bullets to make the message clearer. 

 Use simple grammar and language. 

 Write short sentences. 

 Use separate paragraphs. 

Don’ts 

 Write about irrelevant issues. 

 Give personal information that you don’t want someone else to know. 

 Use capital letters to write whole words as in emails, this is considered shouting. 

 Use different fonts (the recipient’s computer may not be compatible). 

 Use Italics. 

 Use exclamation marks. 

 Use incomprehensible abbreviations, acronyms ad smiley’s. 

 

FORMAT OF AN E-MAIL 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Date: ____________________________________________________________________ 

From: ___________________________________________________________________ 

To: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Subject: __________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Sir/xyz 

 

 

 

 

 



Formal Email 

Solved Example 

You are Mr. R.K. Singh, the librarian of KV Ahmedabad. Write an email to Bhatia Book Depot, 
Ahmedabad requesting them to cancel your order for English literary books and books on 
environment. Give reasons for cancellation of the order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for practice: 

1- You are Rachit/Rachana, a class IX student of Army School Mathura Cantt. You want to join 
computer classes during summer vacation at Sony computer centre, a well reputed computer institute 
of Agra. Send an E- Mail to the institute seeking the following information:-  

 Courses offered 

 Duration of each course 

 Respective course fee 

Date: 14th March 2014                       

From: rksingh@gmail.com 

To: navbharatpublications@yahoo.com 

Subject: Cancellation of order 

Dear Sir,  

I placed an order on behalf of the principal on 15/03/2011 for supply of English literary 
books and books on environment. They said that the supply order was supposed to be 
received by this school on or before 31/03/2011. But sorry to say that the books have not 
been received till date and also no communication has been made from your side for the 
delay. 

 

Hence the school has placed the order for these books to other book depot due to 
urgency of the books. The said order may be treated as cancelled. 

 

Thanking you 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Frequency of classes 

 Lodging/boarding facility 

 Any other information 

The E-Mail ID of the institute is ‘sonycompagc@yahoo.co.in 

2-You are Varun/ Varnika. Write an e-mail to your principal, complaining to him/her about the 
problems of sanitation and cleanliness in your school. 

 

Article Writing 

 

Tips-  

 Read the question carefully 

 Use CODER 

 Make some points to be covered 

 Expand the points in 3-4 paragraphs 

 Plan, organize and present ideas coherently 

 Be creative 

 Take care of grammar 

 Use proper layout 

Writing an article is a challenging task. It needs creativity, good vocabulary, good knowledge of the 
subject and skill to organize ideas. 

Purpose 

To focus on themes like social concern, narrating an event, description of a  place, etc. 

Format 

 Heading/Title- must be catchy and sharp 

 By- name of the author 

 Body 

I Para- Introduction- Start with a slogan, a question, an amazing fact, figure or statement. 

II/III Para- Causes, effects, present state of affairs, etc. 

IV Para- Draw solutions and conclusions  

 



 

Solved Example 

1- You decide to write an article for the school magazine on how it is important to save the planet, 
Earth. Write the article in about 120 words. 

Save the planet, Earth 

By  Rahul 

This is a cause of complete concern across the globe today. The global warming has accelerated the 
rise of temperature on earth which is said to have risen by 40 C. The sea level is also rising. The 
glaciers are also melting away. There has been very less rainfall in the recent years resulting in the 
scarcity of food around the world. The death rate due to starvation has increased immensely. We, the 
human beings are solely responsible for this calamity. We pollute our planet in many ways. 
Deforestation, industrial pollution, toxic wastes, vehicular pollution and lack of greenery are the chief 
causes of imbalance in the ecosystem. 

The urgent need of the hour is that each one of us takes step to save the planet in every possible way. 
We should protect our forests, save fuel, plant trees, take care of toxic pollutants, conserve water and 
change our life style. 

Awareness programmes must be launched by the students and NGOs to make people aware of 
environmental problems. The public should avoid the use of polythene bags. All of us must strive hard 
to save our beautiful planet for the future generations. 

News item 

Video games, Internet, Cell Phones and other high-tech gear are just part of growing up in a digital 
world. But parents are concerned about the amount of time their children spend with these and worry 
that it might be distracting and cramping academic and social development. 

Using your own ideas and those taken from the unit “Science”, write an article in 120 words, 
describing both the benefits and harms of using these high-tech devices. 

High – Tech Device- Boon or Bane 

By Ravina 

The present day high-tech gear is just part of growing up in a digital world. Nevertheless one cannot 
deny that all these gadgets have become a part and parcel of our daily lives. Besides we have become 
highly dependent on these devices. This is more so in the case of children. Their lives are completely 
ruled by these devices. 

These devices have many benefits. They have made our lives easier and more comfortable. They have 
made the world jump forward with a leap, and built up a glittering modern world. They have also 
opened innumerable avenues for the growth of knowledge and have given a definite form to the wild 
imagination of man. They have indeed revolutionized every sphere of life. But on the other hand the 
excessive interest of children in these gadgets, has made parents concerned and worried. Children 
spend a great deal of time on these gadgets like video games, internet, cell phones etc the parents 
feel that excessive use of these gadgets will definitely be destructive for the children. This could also 
cramp their academic and social development. If children are not checked, they would continue to 
waste time on these gadgets.  



They will recline into their own high-tech shell. Thereupon it will become very difficult for parents to 
bring them out of this world. If these high- tech devices are used in moderation they can fulfill the 
purpose for which they have been invented.  

 

 

Questions for practice: 

1- India is a country of temples, lakes and monuments which exhibits fine architecture. India is 
regarded as favourite tourist attraction. But as a country, we need to promote tourism, make people 
aware of its importance and make it a safe destination for the tourists. By using the information and 
ideas from the unit “Travel and tourism” together with your own ideas, write an article in about 150 
words.  

2- Write an article on the given topic using hints given below in not more than 120 words. 

Mobile Phones: a modern utility or a health hazard 

Hints:  

A- Use of mobile phones 

i- most of the people of India are going to have mobile phone by 2017 

ii- Growing at a fast rate. 

B- Utility of Mobile phones 

i- Keeps well connected 

ii- Inexpensive 

iii- Handy 

iv- Helps in personal and professional tasks 

C- Health Hazards posed by Mobile phones 

i- Electromagnetic radiation 

ii- Distraction while driving 

3. You are Ruchi. Once you got a chance to visit a remote village of Rajasthan. You noticed the girl 
children did not go to school. Write an article on “Need to educate the girl child” for the school 
magazine. 

4. What goes inside the mind of terrorists and why they commit such heinous crimes which lead to the 
deaths of so many innocents, no one knows. The recent bomb blasts at various metros of the country 
have left everyone shocked. You are Sania/Sonik. Write an article in about 150 words on Terrorism-A 
threat to Humanity by taking help from the points given below. 

Terrorism has taken deep roots  

Terrorists attack anywhere, any time 



Have a vast network, Use latest technology 

Solutions : 

Combating this evil is everybody’s duty should be vigilant 

Security forces to upgrade technology. 

STORY WRITING 

Purpose 

A story is narration of a set of fictitious events often used to convey a moral message. 

Format 

• Context- Use phrases like- ‘Once upon a time…’, ‘It happened so…’, ‘Long long ago…’  

• Introduction of characters- through dialogues or narration. 

• Plot- Description of an event/accident 

• Climax- end of the story, Most interesting, Unpredictable 

Steps 

• Set the context 

• Introduce characters 

• Develop plot(s) 

• Reach climax 

• End the story 

Solved Example 

Write a short story based on the following points.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Love 

Once upon a time- boy lived with mother- boy hated his mother- had only 
an eye – always embarrassed – wished mother would disappear – few 
years later boy left his mother – got settled in a city – forgot his one eyed 
mother  - received a letter school alumni letter- after reunioun visited his 
house – saw his mother on cold ground – with a letter- boy during his 
childhood met with an accident – lost his eye- mother donated her eye – 
boy cried   



Once upon a time, a boy lived with his mother in a small town. The boy hated his mother because she 
had only one eye. The boy was always embarrassed because of his mother.  He did not want her to 
come to school or any other place where she could be seen with him. He always wished that his 
mother would just disappear from this world. One day he finally asked his mother “Mom, why don’t 
you have the other eye? You have only made me a laughing stock all around.” But the mother did not 
say anything. Few years later, the boy left his mother and came to the city to become a successful 
man. He started working, got married and had kids. He got busy and completely forgot about his one 
eyed mother. One day he received a letter regarding the school alumni reunion in the town. After 
attending the reunion he went to visit his old house. There he saw his mother on the cold ground with 
a letter addressed to the boy. In the letter, she described how the boy during childhood had met with 
an accident and lost his eye and it was she who donated her eye to the boy. Then all he could do was 
to cry in repentance for the person who loved him very much.   

 

 

Practice Questions 

1) Interpret the pictures below and write a short story in about 150 words: 

 

 

 

 

 

2.You went to your aunt, Mary’s house for her blessings on your birthday. She asked you to do one 
good thing every day. The next day when you were going to your school you helped an old woman. 
Write a story how you helped an old woman when you remembered your aunt’s advice.  

3. Complete the story in 150 to 200 words 

Once upon a time, there lived a king in a palace. He was very handsome and smart but he was a great 
fool. One day, he announced that…. 



4. Complete the story in about 150 to 200 words.  

 It was a dark night. I was standing on the road side waiting for some taxi or auto. Suddenly someone 
put his hand on my shoulder. I turned back and saw…. 

 
DATA INTERPRETATION 

This form of writing is used to interpret the facts presented in the form of table, graph or chart. A 

graph or chart is a visual stimulus to depict the data. Data interpretation requires an analysis and 

comparison of the given facts and drawing conclusions based on the given data. 

SOLVED EXAMPLES 

1-Study the chart given below, which is the result of the survey conducted in the public schools and 

government schools of Vadodara. This depicts the types of activities the teenagers (Age 13- 19 

years are involved during their leisure time). Complete the summary in about 80 words. 

 

 

 

Teenagers and leisure time 

Now a days the teenagers are more techno-savvy than the children used to be ten years back. 

They do not play games like Ludo, Carrom, Chess and other indoor games. 9-18 % of boys and 

girls in the age group of 13-19 years possess their own cell phones. In the survey conducted 

recently on some 2000 students of two leading schools- one government and the other a public 



school, the following facts were revealed. While the students from public schools spend more of 

their leisure time in net-surfing and talking on cell phones, the government school students spend 

it in watching TV and talking to their friends. 

2- The following data in the form of histogram shows that death rate due to violence has increased 
considerably during recent years. Write its interpretation in 100 words on how educated youth can 
play a major role in establishing peace in society.  

 
 

 

 Note: (1) Horizontal Line [x-axis] =>Years 

           (2)Vertical Line [y-axis] =>Death Rate in Thousands 

 

Role of youth in establishing peace in society 

Youth and peace are interlinked in society. Youth can play an important role in establishing peace 

in society. In a survey conducted, it has been found that number of deaths due to violence has 

increased enormously since the nineties. Death rate in 1000s was 2.5 in 1990. But in 2010, it has 

increased to 7.5. It is really very sad. It must be checked. 

Our youth can play a major role in controlling this crime graph. They can contribute towards 

establishing peace in many ways. They can awaken the people towards the necessity of peace. 

They can help the police in catching the criminals. They can bring the criminals in the main stream 

by educating them and they can do much more. 



 

UNSOLVED EXAMPLES: 

1- Study the graph given below, which is based on a survey done on students of tenth class in 
three different types of schools in Ahmedabad. The chart depicts the number of students speaking 
English and Hindi. On the basis of the details given in the bar-graph given below, briefly summarize 
the data making comparison wherever necessary in about 80 words.  

 

Hint- Compare the percentage of students speaking English and Hindi in all three schools giving the 
possible reasons. 

Begin Like this:- 

In a study conducted on the students of class tenth of three various types of schools- Government 
school, private school and a KV, it was observed that ………….. 

 

2. As an aware citizen of the country, you are concerned about the increase in road accidents in the 
metropolitan city Delhi. Interpret the data given below in about 80 words. Also use your own ideas. 



 

Horizontal line (x-axis) - years 
Vertical line (y-axis)-No. of accidents 
 
3-Give below is a pie-Chart, which shows different types of electric gadgets, used by middle-class 
people in their houses on an average in Ahmedabad. On the basis of the unit ‘Science’ in your Main 
Course Book write in about 80 words the reason for selecting the electric gadgets for their houses. 

 

Take into consideration the price range, durability, lower electric consumption & after sales-service. 

 

 SECTION C   (GRAMMAR) 

SECTION C- GRAMMAR (APPLICABILITY SA I & SA II) 

The Grammar syllabus will include the following areas in classes IX & X. 
1. Tenses 

2. Modals (have to/had to, must, should, need, ought to and their negative forms) 

3. Use of passive voice 



4. Subject – verb concord 

5. Reporting 

(i) Commands and requests 

(ii) Statements 

(iii) Questions 

6. Clauses: 

(i) Noun clauses 

(ii) Adverb clauses of condition and time 

(iii) Relative clauses 

7. Determiners, and 

8. Prepositions 

The above items may be tested through test types as given below: 
 
Q. 5: Gap filling with one or two words to test Prepositions, Articles, Conjunctions and Tenses.3 Marks 
Q. 6: Editing or Omission          4 Marks 
Q. 7: Sentences reordering or Sentence Transformation in context.     3 Marks 

 
Prescribed syllabus 

1-Determiners 

2-Tenses 

3-Subject-verb agreement 

4-Non-finites 

5-Relatives 

6-Connectors 

7-Conditionals 

    8- Comparison 

     9- Avoiding Repetition 

    10- Nominalisation 

    11-Modals 

    12- Active and Passive 

13- Reported Speech 

14- Prepositions 

 

 



ESSENCE OF GRAMMAR 

1-DETERMINERS 

What are determiners? 

Determiners are the words which are used before nouns to determine or fix their meaning. 

Types: 

1- Articles               : a/an, the 

2- Demonstrative adjectives  : this, that, these, those 

3-Possessives    : my, our, your, his, her, its, their 

4- Adjectives (Quantity & Number) : some, any, much, many, all, both,  

                                                              little, few, several, less, one, two, etc. 

5- Others    : each, every, next, another, either, either, first, second , etc. 

Additional information 

Nouns 

 

  

        Countable                                     Uncountable 

                                                 (Oil, water, furniture, etc.) 

 

Singular   Plural 

(Boy)              (Boys) 

1- Articles 

 

 

          Indefinite                 Definite 

      (a/an)                    (The) 

 

 

 

 



Indefinite article (a/an) 

 * Used before singular countable nouns.  

 

  e.g. – I have a banana every day in the morning. 

             

A- Used before singular countable nouns beginning with consonant sounds 

Example-  a mango, a boy, a girl, a pencil 

Examples of words beginning with a vowel but having a consonant sound 

            a one-eyed man, a unique place, a European, a University, etc. 

 

An- Used before singular countable nouns beginning with vowel sound. 

Example- an Indian, an umbrella, an elephant, an American 

 Examples of words beginning with a consonant but having a vowel sound. 

               an hour, an honest boy (Mute ‘h’),an MLA, an MP, an SP 

Definite article (the) – Used before both countable and uncountable nouns. 

Usage:- 

1- When we talk about something for the second time in the same context or anything qualified by 
a phrase. 

 

i- I met a girl at the gate of the school. The girl was weeping. 

 

(First time reference)  (Second time reference) 

ii- The book which is on the table is mine. 

 

   (Phrase) 

2- Used before superlatives 

  She is the tallest girl of the class. 

3- Used before the names of water bodies i.e. - rivers, seas, oceans 

 The Ganges, the Arabian Sea, The Pacific ocean, etc. 



Note: - Not used before the names of lakes. 

      e.g.  The Dal Lake 

4- Used before the names of mountain ranges. 

 e.g. The Himalayas 

 

Note: - Not used before the names of peaks. 

 e.g. The Mount Everest 

5- Used before the names of satellites, planets, stars. 

  e.g. The moon, the earth, the sun 

6- Used before the names of monuments and memorials. 

 e.g. The Red Fort, the Taj Mahal 

7- Used before the names of states/countries those have a common noun in their name. 

  e.g. The Punjab, The Congo, the USA, the UAE, the UNO, the UK 

8- Used before the names of scriptures. 

  e.g. The Ramayana, the Quran, the Guru Granth sahib, The Bible 

9- Used before the names of newspapers, magazines. 

  e.g. The Times of India, the Competition Success Review, The Reader’s Digest 

10- Used before an adjective when it represents the whole class in general 

   e.g. The poor, the rich, the weak ,the  lucky ones  

                 We should help the poor. 

 

2- Demonstrative Adjectives 

This- to demonstrate nearby things (used in singular) / immediate happenings referred there and 
then 

That- to demonstrate far off things 

These- plural of ‘this’ 

Those- plural of ‘that’ 

 

 



3-Possessives 

These are used to show belongingness/ownership. 

 

e.g.- This book is mine. 

     That is his book. 

 4- Adjectives (Quantity & Number)/others 

 

Adjectives 

Before countable 
nouns(number) 

Before uncountable 
nouns 

(quantity) 

Remark 

Some 
     

Any 
    

Used in negative & 
interrogative sentences 

Much  
   

Many 
    

All 
    

Both 
    

Little 

 
  

Little- hardly any 

A little- Not much but 
sufficient 

The little-Not much but all 
that is 

Few 

   

Few- hardly any 

A few- not many but some 

The few- all of them, but not 
many 

Several 
    

Less  
   

One, two, etc. 
   Cardinal numbers 

Each, every 
    



Next 
    

Another 
    

Either, neither 
     

First, second, 
etc.    

Ordinal numbers 

 

2-Tenses 

 

Tense refers to the time at which an action takes place. 

Types: 

Tense 

 

Present          Past                 Future 

 

 

 

 

     

 

1-Simple 

                             2- Continuous 

        3- Perfect 

        4- Perfect continuous 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional information 

1-Types of sentences: 

1- Affirmative  

2- Negative 

3- Interrogative 

 i- Yes/No type 

 ii- question word/Wh words  

4-Interrogative- Negative 

      i- Yes/No type 

 ii- question word/Wh words  

 

2- Subject 

1- Singular 

2- Plural 

 

 

 

     Main  

 

3-Verb Helping 

 

 Auxiliaries 

 

 Modals 

 

 

 First (I, We) 

 

4- Person Second (You) 



 

 Third (He, She, It, They)  

 

 

Present tense 

  

Simple Present 

Henceforth-  

MV- Main verb 

HV- Helping verb 

Usage: 

1- Habitual actions  He gets up early in the morning. 

2- Scientific facts  Water boils at 1000 Centigrade. 

3- Universal facts/ General truth The sun rises in the east. 

Key- words: Daily, never, always etc. 

 

  2-Continuous (Progressive) 

Usage: 

1- Action taking place at the time of speaking. 

     I am teaching ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ by ST Coleridge at present. 

2- Action continued over a period of time in the present. 

    I am working on a science project nowadays. 

Key- words: Nowadays, at present, these days etc. 

Verb:  

MV- I form + ing 

HV- Is, Am, Are 

 

 

 



3- Perfect Tense 

Usage: 

Just completed action. 

 I have completed my homework just now. 

Key- words:  Recently, Just now 

Verb:  

MV- III form 

HV- Has (Singular Subject)/ Have (Plural Subject) 

 

4- Perfect Continuous Tense 

Usage: 

Action started somewhere in the past but being done now. 

 I have been living in Baroda for the last two years. 

 She has been studying in this school since 2012. 

Key- words: Since, for 

Verb:  

MV- I form + ing 

HV- Has been (Singular Subject)/ have been (Plural Subject) 

 

NB- Since- Point of time 

       For- Period of time 

Past tense: 

1-Past  Simple 

Usage: 

Action done in  past. 

 I went to Mathura yesterday 

 I did not go to Mathura yesterday. 

Key- words: - yesterday, last etc. 

Verb:  



MV- II form (Affirmative sentences) 

HV- Did  

NB- 1-HV ‘Did’ is used in negative & interrogative sentences. 

    2- With HV ‘Did’, I form of MV. 

2-Past Continuous 

Usage: 

An action done progressively in the past. 

 He was working on a project, when I last visited him.  

Key- words:  those days, etc. 

Verb:  

MV-I form + ing 

HV- was, were 

 

3-Past Perfect 

Usage: 

An action completed in the past before a said time or another action. 

 The patient had died before the doctor came. 

   

     Earlier past     Past 

Key- words:  before, when, as soon as etc. 

Verb:  

MV- III form (earlier past) & II form (Past) 

HV- had (earlier past) 

4-Past Perfect Continuous 

Usage: 

An action being done continuously for the said period in the past. 

 She had been reading for two hours when I reached her house. 

Key- words:  since, for 

 



Verb:  

MV- I form + ing 

HV- had been 

Future time reference 

 

1- Future Simple 

Usage: 

Refers to simple action which is to take place. 

 I will go to Surat tomorrow. 

Key- words: tomorrow, next, coming etc. 

Verb:  

MV- I form 

HV- will, shall (Modals) 

NB- 1- I Person (I, We) - shall 

 II & III Person (You, He/ She, It, They)-will 

    2- During three situations, i.e. determination, promise, threatening ‘shall      will 

         &      will            shall. 

 

 

2-Future Continuous 

Usage: 

A progressive future action. 

 At this time tomorrow, she will be doing her homework. 

Key- words: tomorrow at this time etc. 

Verb:  

MV- I form + ing 

HV- will, shall (Modals) + be 

 

 



3-Future Perfect 

Usage: 

Refers to an action which will be completed at the said time in future. 

e.g. I will have prepared support material by Saturday. 

Key- words: after, by, etc. 

Verb:  

MV- III form 

HV- will, shall (Modals) + have 

 

 

4-Future Perfect Continuous 

Usage: 

An action which will begin before a definite time in the future and will just end up at that time or 
may continue even after that. 

 When I reach my school at 08:30 a.m tomorrow, the teacher will have been giving remedial 
classes. 

Key- words: - Since, for, after three years, etc. 

Verb:  

MV- I form + ing  

HV- will, shall (Modals) + have been 

Tense Table 

Active Voice 

Tense Present Past Future 

simple I form/I form +s/ es 
(Affirmative sentences) 

 

Do/does+ I form 

( Negative/ Interrogative 
sentences) 

 

II form (Affirmative 
sentences) 

 

Did+ I form  

( Negative/ 
Interrogative 
sentences) 

Will/Shall 

+ I form 



Continuous Is/ Am/ Are+ I form + 
ing 

Was/were+ I form 
+ing 

Will/shall + be+ 

I form + ing 

Perfect Has/have + III form Had +III form Will/shall+ have +III 
form 

Perfect-
Continuous 

Has/Have + been+ I form 
+ing+ since/for 

Had+ been+ I 
form+ ing+ 
since/for 

Will/shall +Have +been+ 
I form +ing +since/for 

 

Future Time Reference 

1- By using ‘will/shall’  

 I’ll go to Agra tomorrow. 

2- By using ‘Simple present tense’ 

 What time does the match begin? 

3- By using ‘Present Continuous tense’ 

 The PM is leaving for America next week. 

4- By using ‘Going to’ form. 

 I am going to take bath. 

5-By using ‘about to’ form, 

 The train is about to come. 

 

3-Non-finites 

 

He always tries     an easy way.  

 

 

They always try                  an easy way. 

 

He always tried                   an easy way. 

 

 

to find 

to find  

to find  



 

(Limited by number, person & time)   (Not limited by number, person & time)    

 

    (Finites)      (Non-finites) 

1- Participle:  

 Present:                     Verb+ ing= adjective (function) 

 Past            III form= adjective (function) 

Examples: 

  Computer is a calculating machine. 

   I saw a crashed aircraft. 

2- Gerund: 

Verb+ ing= Noun (function) 

Examples: 

Swimming is a good exercise. 

3- to-infinitives to show purpose 

Examples: 

I went to post a letter. 

4-Relatives 

 

Give information about a person or thing. 

Relatives Usage 

Who(whose, whom) Persons 

Which Inanimate things and animals 

That Persons and things 

Where Place 

what Things 

 

 

 



5-Comparison 

 

When we compare things, persons and places. 

Degrees of comparison: 

1- Positive degree- No comparison is made. 

 Lata is a tall girl. 

 Maya is a beautiful girl. 

 Ramesh is junior to me. 

2- Comparative degree- Comparison between two.  

  Gayatri is taller than Lata. 

  Kavita is more beautiful than Maya. 

3- Superlative degree- Comparison between more than two. 

 Seema is the tallest girl of class X B. 

 Savitri is the most beautiful girl of class X B. 

Note: 

1- Use of ‘than’ in comparative degree. 

2- Use of ‘to’ in comparative degree. 

3- Use of article ‘the’ in superlative degree of comparison. 

4- Formation of comparatives and superlatives of double and more than  

  double syllable words i.e. beautiful. 

 

6-Modals 

Modals are the auxiliaries that are used to convey special idea. 

Modal Verbs Function/Idea conveyed 

Can Ability, Permission(informal) 

Could Past of ‘Can’ 

May Possibility, Permission(Formal) 

Might Past of ‘May’ 



Will &Shall  To express future time, to express determination, promise and 
threatening, to make requests 

Should, Ought to Moral obligation, to express advice 

Must, have to Social obligation( compulsion),duty, necessity 

Used to Past habit 

 
 

7-Active and Passive 
  

Used when work done is more prominent than the doer. 
 
Active to Passive: 
Steps: 
1- Change Object to Subject. (Refer noun case below) 
2- Change the verb according to tense. 
3- Change Subject to Object and add ‘by’ before it. (Refer noun case below) 

 
Additional information 

Noun case 
Subjective Possessive Objective 

I Person 
I My me 
We Our us 
II Person 
You Your you 
III person 
He His him 
She Her her 
It Its It 
They Their them 
 
Types of Objects 
 I teach you English. 
1- What do I teach you? 
 Answer- English    Direct Object 
 
2- Whom do I teach English? 
 Answer-You     Indirect Object 
Example:  (Active to Passive voice) 

 
 

                                             I write a letter. 
 
 
 

 
A letter is written by me. 

 



Passive Voice Tense Table 
 
 

Tense Present Past Future 
Indefinite Is/am/are+ III form 

 
Was/were+ III form Will be/shall be+ III form 

Continuous Is/am/are + being+ 
III form 
 

Was/were+ being+ 
III form 

X 
 

Perfect Has/have + been +III 
form 

Had + been +III 
form 

Will/shall + have + been 
+III form 

Perfect-
Continuous 

X 
 

X 
 

X 
 

   
  
                                               8-Reported Speech 
 
Direct speech                  Reported speech 
(Actual words of speaker are quoted)                      (Words of speaker are reported) 
Example: 
He said to me, “How are you?”      Direct speech 
 
 Reporting verb reported speech 
He asked me how I was.                                        Indirect/Reported speech 
 
Steps to change direct speech into reported speech: 
1- Change the reporting verb-according to type of sentence of reported speech. 
2- Remove commas- use conjunction- according to type of sentence of reported speech. 
3- Change the verb of reported speech- according to tense of reporting verb. 
4- Change the personal pronouns in reported speech. 
5- Always use full stop (.) at the end. 

Change of reporting verb 
 

Reporting verb(said to)changed to Type of sentence (reported speech) 
Told Declarative 
Asked Interrogative 
Asked/advised/requested/ordered Imperative 

 
Removal of commas (Conjunction used) 

 
Type of sentence (reported speech) Conjunction used 
Declarative that 
Interrogative 
i- yes/No type If/whether 
ii- Wh-words type Wh- word 
Imperative 
i- Affirmative ( begins with I form) To 
ii- Negative ( begins with ‘Do not” Not to 
 

 



Changing the verb of reported speech 
 

Verb (direct speech) Verb ( reported/Indirect speech) 
Reporting verb (Present/future tense) 

Verb (direct speech) No change 
Reporting verb (Past tense) 

I form of verb II form of verb 
Is/am/are Was/were 
Has/have Had 
II form Had+ III form 
Was/were Had been +I form + ing 
Will/shall Would 
Can Could 
May Might 
Must Must/had to 
Would No change 
Could No change 
Might No change 
Universal fact No change 

Changing the personal pronouns 
I person-  with the speaker 
II person-  with the listener 
III person-  No change 
(Refer ‘noun case’ table for changing the personal pronouns)  
 

Solved/Unsolved exercises  
1- Editing/Omission 
Tips: 
• Read the passage carefully. Identify the tense of passage. 
• Underline the error/identify the missing word 
• Look for errors/missing words in the use of 
 
 Determiners 
 Tenses/Verb 
 Subject-verb agreement 
 Non-finites 
 Relatives 
 Connectors 
 Comparatives 
 Modals 
 Prepositions 
 Gender 
 Number(singular-plural) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Editing 
 
Solved exercises 
The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Underline the error and 
write the incorrect word and the correction. The first one has been done as an example. 
        Incorrect word              correction 
Inactivity is the greater cause of overweight       greater                               greatest 
these days. People physical activity                a-_________             __________ 
had decreased these days. The main reason    b-__________                 __________ 
is there are many labour saving devices    c-__________  __________ 
They does not want to walk on foot.     d-__________  __________ 
They spend enough time sitting and      e-__________  __________ 
watch television. Their excess weight              f-__________  __________ 
make them sick and they have to spend    g-__________  __________ 
money in medicine.       h-__________  __________ 
 
 
 
Answers 
                      Incorrect word  correction 
Inactivity is the greater cause of overweight  greater               greatest 
these days. People physical activity             a-people                        people’s 
had decreased these days. The main reason            b-had                               has 
is there are many labour saving devices.                 c-is                                being 
They does not want to walk on foot.             d-does                   do 
They spend enough time sitting and              e-enough                more 
watch television. Their excess weight             f-watch                         watching 
make them sick and they have to spend  g-make                 makes 
money in medicine.     h-in                               on 
  
Unsolved exercises 
The following newspaper report has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Underline the 
error and write the incorrect word and the correction.  
 
Incorrect word correction  
A three year old girl has rescued by the police a-_________             __________ 
last Tuesday. She was kidnap by a neighbour  b-__________            __________ 
due to ransom. The mother    c-__________            __________ 
inform the police about the missing girl.  d-__________   __________ 
a probe had supervised by the DSP himself.     e-__________            __________ 
Greater than fifty residents were questioned             f-__________            __________ 
Ultimately, Rohit , one of the residents of the 
colony  admit the crime and disclosed   g-__________            _________ 
where the girl was hiding     h-__________           __________ 
 
 

Omission 
Solved exercises 
In the passage below one word has been omitted in each line. Put a slash (/) where the word has 
been omitted. Write the missing word in the space provided. 
 



One thing we all must do to cooperate   a- _______________ 
with police and pay heed to their advice.             b-_______________ 
They warn us not touch unidentified,   c-________________ 
unclaimed suspicious objects like transistors,  d-________________ 
brief cases etc. we need watch out for   e-________________ 
abandoned cars, scooters report the    f-_________________ 
deatails such objects to the nearest police             g-_________________ 
control room dialing 100. One should   h-________________ 
not touch the objects till the bomb disposal squad arrives. 
Answers 
 One thing we all must do /to cooperate   a- is 
With/ police and pay heed to their advice.   b- the 
They warn us not /touch unidentified,   c- to 
/unclaimed suspicious objects like transistors,  d-and 
brief cases etc. we need/ watch out for              e-to 
abandoned cars, scooters /report the     f-and 
details/ such objects to the nearest police    g-of 
control room/ dialing 100. One should    h-by 
not touch the objects till the bomb disposal squad arrives. 
 
Unsolved exercises 
In the passage below one word has been omitted in each line. Put a slash (/) where the word has 
been omitted. Write the missing word in the space provided. The first one has been done as an 
example. 
 
 
The small town was the        at 
foot of the mountains. Most the    a-_______________ 
people were farmers. There traders also             b-________________ 
in the town. Though not rich were              c-________________ 
happy contended. At one     d-________________ 
time the peace broken by      e-_________________ 
several robberies. The people frightened              f-_________________ 
The Mayor the town called for    g-________________ 
a meeting discuss the matter.    h-________________ 
 

Sentence reordering 
 

Tips 
1- First look for the subject (Noun/ Pronoun). 
2- Look for the helping verb. 
3- Look for the Main Verb. 
4- Look for the object (direct & indirect). 
5- Also look for Wh-word. 
6- Arrange the words in a meaningful sentence. 
 
Solved exercises 
1. Look at the words and phrases below. Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences. The first 
one has been done as an example. 
 
the watermelon/thirst quenchers/in summers/is/one of the best. 



One of the best thirst quenchers in summers is the watermelon. 
a- around/it is/96 countries/cultivated in/the world. 
b- in Africa/about 5000 years/grown/ago/it was/first. 
c- say that/at the/it was grown/some researchers/same time/in India. 
d- the travellers/across a desert/it was/when they/used by/travelled. 
 
Answers 
a- It is cultivated in 96 countries around the world. 
b- It was first grown in Africa about 5000 years ago. 
c- Some researchers say that it was grown in India at the same time. 
d- It was used by travelers when they travelled across a desert. 
 
 
2. ( a) water supply/they get/they eat/from/all their/the leaves 
(a) inhabited//tree leaves/so,/by koalas/in areas/of/is high/demand 
(b) one group/it takes/to support/several acres/of koalas/of trees 
(c) can eat/every day/each/one and a half kilograms/adult Koala/up to /of leaves 
ANS. (a) They get all their water supply from the leaves they eat. 
(a) So, in areas inhabited by Koalas demand of tree leaves is high. 
(b) It takes several acres of trees to support one group of Koalas. 
(c) Each adult Koala can eat one and a half kilograms of leaves every day. 
 
Unsolved exercises 
1. Look at the words and phrases below. Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences.  
a- no parallel/discipline/of any kind/has 
b- go together/duties/should/discipline/and rights 
c- equally important/should be/treated/for a/they/satisfying life 
d- the other/or ignored/very bad/it will/if one/prove/overlaps 
 
 
2. Rearrange the following to form meaningful sentences.  
foraging societies/Peruvian/8,000 years ago/chewing coca leaves/were already  
ANS.Peruvian foraging societies were already chewing coca leaves 8,000 years ago 
(a) showed evidence/of chewed coca/in the northwestern Peru/and calcium rich rocks/ruins. 
(b) such rocks/to create lime,/would have been burned/chewed with coca. 
(c) contain a range/coca leaves coca leaves/known as alkaloids/of chemical 
Compounds. 
(d) of the Incas/for medicinal purposes/of coca leaves/the chewing/was a pastime 
 
3. a) depicted/architecture of/has been/the Veena/about 500 A.D. /in temple 
 b) no takers/sadly/instruments/but/of all/this mother/has/today 
 c) to whom/there are/students/turn to/few/ can/exponents/the rare 
 d) subject in /it is/a subsidiary/ not even/university curricula 
 
4.a) paralytic attack/is/prolonged/main cause/high/of/ blood pressure/the 
  b) tongue, lip, and the vocal cords/people effected/can communicate/either with limbs/with a 
paralytic stroke   
 c) to answer/some can/their eyes/even blink 
 d) nervous system/to the voluntary/due to extensive damages/is impossible/ but in a  
few even a small gesture    
5. a) left me/my/city/parents/her/with/they/in /went/live/when/to/the 
   b) morning/to/wake/used/up /the/in/she/me 



   c) said/in a /prayers/sings song/monotonous/morning/she/her 
   d) listened/ I /loved /I/ voice /because/her  

 
Reported speech 

 
Tips: 
 Given dialogue is to be changed into indirect speech. 
 Change the reporting verb. 
 Remove commas and use conjunction. 
 Change the pronouns and verb in the reported speech. 
 Use a (.) at the end of every sentence. 

 
Solved exercises 
1. Read the conversation between Rama and Sita. Then report the paragraph that follows.  
 Rama: I am going to jungle. 
 Sita: Why? 
Rama: I have been banished for fourteen years by father. 
 Sita: Oh! It is very sad. Can I go with you? 
 Rama: No. Stay at home to care of my old parents.  
On being banished by his father, King Dasharath, Rama told Sita (a)_____________. She asked 
him (b)____________. Rama told that (c) __________________.Sita exclaimed saying it was very 
bad and asked Rama (d)_______________________. Rama asked her to stay at home to take 
care of my old parents. 
Answers 
a- that he was going to jungle. 
b- why he was going to jungle. 
c- he had been banished for fourteen years by father. 
d-if she could go with him. 
 
2.  Venu :  How is your back ache? 
 Anita :  It is worsening day by day, which is a matter of great concern. 
 Venu:  Oh!  In this case you may go to Dr. Anil. 
  Venu asked Anita (a) __________ .  To this Anita replied that (b) ______________ . Venu 
exclaimed that (c) _________ . 
 

 
Unsolved exercise 
Read the conversation between Anita and Prakash. Then report the paragraph that follows.  
Anita:   What do want to do this morning? 
Prakash: I feel like taking a walk. It’s so nice outside. 
Anita:  Great, let’s walk around the lake in the park. 
Prakash: It’s really rocky here. 
Anita:  Yes, watch your steps so you don’t trip. 
Anita asked Prakash (a) _________. Prakash answered that he (b) ______ . It was so nice outside. 
Anita agreed to this and suggested (c) ____________. Then Prakash observed that (d) 
____________. Anita cautioned him to watch his steps. 

 
Newspaper Head lines 

Tips: 
 Identify the time of event whether past or future. 
 Use present perfect, simple past or future time reference. 
 Identify passive/active voice. 

 



 Connect the expanded headline properly with the whole sentence. 
Solved exercise 1: 
 (a) CAPARO ENTERS US MARKET 
 The Lord Swaraj Paul Caparo group ____________ the North American vehicle market. 
(b) PM TO VISIT PAKISTAN ON APRIL 11 
 Indian Foreign Minister SM Krishna On Sunday informed that prime Minister, Mr Man Mohan 
______________ in the second week of April 2011. 
a- has entered 
b- will be going to Pakistan on a three day visit 
 
Unsolved exercises 
1. Use the information in the headlines to complete the news items given below. 
(a) TV SHOW LANDS BOY IN HOSPITAL 
A popular show on a Tamil TV channel ________________ a 13 year old boy in hospital, when he 
filled his mouth with Kerosene and blew it over fire, in an attempt to imitate the show. 
(b) 2 KILLED IN BLUELINE ACCIDENTS 
____________________ bus here on Monday, one, an 18-year-old boy and the other a cyclist. 
(c) SIX AIR-INDIA FLIGHTS DELAYED 
There was anger, frustration and helplessness amongst nearly a thousand passengers of six Air-
India flights ____________ for hours at IGI airport. 
 
2. Use the information in the headlines to complete the news items given below. 
a- CHINA DEVELOPS MEDICAL ROBOT 
 A polytechnic university in china _____________ that can conduct surgeries. 
b- KIDS FALL ILL AFTER EATING MID-DAY MEAL 
05 kids of a UP primary school in Mathura District _____________ after having mid-day meal on 
Friday. 
c- SPORTS WEEK CELEBRATION ENDS 
A week long sport day celebration in various schools of Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan 
______________ on 22 April with grand prize distribution ceremony. 
d- BUS CRUSHES A GIRL TO DEATH 
A four-year-old girl _____________ to death when a speedy bus ran over her in Makarpura. 
e- 5 LAKH JOBS TO BE CREATED BY 2012------- PLANNING COMMISSION 
Mr AR Sahni, member of planning commission said yesterday that ____________ by the year 
2012. 
f-INDIAN-AMERICAN WINS DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY IN PHILADELPHIA 
Thu, May 20 Iraq war- veteran Indian-American doctor Manan Trivedi(a)______ the Democratic 
Party nomination to contest the November elections to the US house of Representatives from 
Pennsylvania Congressional district. 
A doctor-turned war- veteran, Trivedi, 35, (b) __________ Dough Pike, a former local journalist, 
(c)___________ margin of 672 votes; thus earning the right to challenge Republican of 
Representatives. Conceding his defeat, Pike in a statement supported Trivedi. The election (d) 
______ Tuesday. 
a-i- won 
 ii- had won 
 iii- has won 
 iv- was won 
b-i- had defeated 
 ii- been defeated 
 iii- was defeated 
 iv- defeated 



c-i- through a narrow 
  ii- with a narrow 
 iii- to a narrow 
 iv- in a narrow 
d-i- was held on 
 ii-were held on 
 iii- been held on 
 iv- had been held  

Procedure for Reporting  (Passive Voice) 
Tips: 
 Read the given instructions carefully. 
 Rewrite the process in passive voice. 
 Know the tense/time used. Hint will be hidden somewhere in the question. General verb 
pattern will be either ‘is/are+ III form or ‘was/were + III form 
 
Solved exercises 
1-Read the following set of instructions for washing the dirty white cotton clothes. Complete the 
procedure. 
1-Collect all the dirty white cotton clothes. 
2- Soak them fully in a boiling water and soap solution. 
3- Take them out and beat them with fists or stick. 
4- Then rinse them in running water until the soap content is washed off. 
5- Squeeze them and hang them for drying. 
 
All the dirty white cotton clothes  are recollected and (i) ____________ of boiling water and soap. 
They (ii) ___________ with fists or stick. Then they (iii) ______until the soap content is washed 
off. Then they (iv) ____________ for drying. 
 
Answers:  
(i) are soaked in a mixture 
(ii) are taken out and beaten 
(iii) are rinsed in running water 
(iv) are squeezed and hung 
 
2-Read the following instructions for making ‘ Noodles’ and complete the passage: 
• Boil two 500 ml of water in a container. 
• Add noodles and taste maker. 
• Add finely chopped vegetables after steaming them separately. 
• Cook only for two minutes. 
• Serve hot. 
Firstly, 500 ml of water (a) ___________ in a container. After that noodles and taste makers 
(b)__________. Then finely chopped vegetables (c)_________ after steaming them separately. 
The mixed stuff (d)_________ for only two minutes. It is then served hot. 
Answers  
(a)- is boiled 
(b)- are added 
(c)- are added 
(d) -is cooked 
Unsolved exercise: 
 Here are few tips to save water.   Read and complete the sentences that follow in Passive Voice. 
a)  When washing dishes by hand, do not waste water. 



b)  Run your clothes washer when it is full. 
c)  Wash fruits and vegetables in a pan of water. 
   a) When washing dishes by hand (i) ______________ 
  b)  Your cloth washer  (ii) ___________________  only when it is full. 
  c)  Fruits and vegetables (iii) ______________ in a pan of water. 
 
 
Egyptians discovered paper-made a stalks of tall reed- from wood ‘papyrus’-supplies 
limited-export restricted 

The (a) _________ the Egyptians. It (b) __________ reed .The English word ‘paper’ (c) 
___________. When supplies were limited a (d) _________ on export. 
(d) 1 paper discovered 
2 discovery of paper was made 
3 discoverer of paper was 
4 papers was discovered by 
   (b) 1 makes of stalks of tall 
      2 made of stalks of tall 
      3 was made of stalks of tall 
      4 has made of stalks of tall 
   (c) 1 derive from the word ‘papyrus’ 
      2 derives from the word ‘papyrus’ 
      3 has derived from the word ‘papyrus’ 
      4 is derived from the word ‘papyrus’ 
  (d) 1 restriction imposed 
      2 restriction is imposed 
      3 restriction was imposed 
      4 restriction has imposed 
 

Dialogue completion 
Tips: 
 Read the preceding dialogue and the one that follows it. 
 Identify the type of sentence. 
 Make sure entire dialogue is relevant and meaningful. 
Solved exercises 
Read the following conversation between a brother and a sister. Complete the conversation by 
choosing the correct option. 
 
 Sister :  When do to leave for Mumbai? 
Brother:  :        I am leaving the day after tomorrow.  
Sister :  Where have you decided to stay? 
Brother: (a)___________________________ 
Sister :  Why are you not staying with Aunt and Uncle? 
Brother: (b)___________________ . I won’t be able to enjoy my holidays. 
Sister :  Don’t tell me that you’ll stay in a hotel!  
Brother: Definitely not (c)_______________. 
Sister :  How are you both spending your vacation? 
Brother: (d) ___________________________. 
 
a- i- I won’t decide as yet.   ii- I won’t decide as yet.  
  iii-I hadn’t decided as yet.   iv- I haven’t decided as yet. 



b- i- They were too strict.   ii- They are too strict.  
  iii- They will be too strict.   iv- They are too funny. 
c-i- I plan to stay with aunty &uncle.  ii- I plan to stay in a hotel. 
  iii- I plan to stay with Rahul.  iv- I won’t stay with aunty &uncle.  
d- i- We’ll go nowhere.   ii- We’ll go site seeing. 
  iii- we’ll stay nearby.   iv- We’ll go somewhere. 
Answers 
(a)iv- I haven’t decided as yet. 
(b)ii- They are too strict.  
(c) iii-I plan to stay with Rahul.  
(d) ii- We’ll go site seeing. 
 
Unsolved exercises 
1. Read the following conversation between a doctor and his patient. Complete the conversation by 
choosing the correct option. 
 
Doctor : How long have you been sick? 
Patient : I have been having this headache (a)_____________ one month. 
Doctor : Have you taken any medicine? 
Patient : No I haven’t. But I (b)-___________ by an eye specialist. 
Doctor : What did he say? 
Patient : He said my eyes are fine. 
Doctor : (c)_________________ sleeping late at night? 
Patient : No, I sleep regularly at 10 pm. 
Doctor : Have you (d) _______________ in the past or lately? 
Patient : No but I had injured my head when I was ten years old. 
 
a-i- for the past   ii- since the past 
 iii- during the past   iv- for a past 
b- i- got my eye test  ii- will get my eyes 
  iii- got my eyes tested   iv- would get my eye 
c-i- has you been    ii- had you been 
 iii- had you be    iv- have you been 
d-i- met with an accident   ii- meets with an accident 
  iii- meet with an accident          iv- met with an accident 
 
 
                         
FOR PRACTICE 
 
1) Look at the notes given below and complete the paragraph that follows by filling up the blanks 
with the most appropriate option from those given.1 x 4 = 4marks 
2) Given below is a conversation between David and his friend, Meenu. Complete the dialogue 
below by filling up the blanks with the most appropriate options from those given.                                                  
1X 4 == 4 
 
David : Hello. Is this 26857903? 
Meenu : Yes, (a) ______________? 
David : Could I speak to Meenu ? I am her friend, David ? 
Meenu : David ? It’s Meenu . (b) _______________ ? 
David : I am calling from Indira Gandhi International airport . I’m here for visit. 



Meenu : That’s great.(c) __________ about your visit ? 
David : I wanted to give you a surprise . 
Meenu : When did you arrive ? (d) ___________?  
David : I just got here and I am alone. 
 
(a)1 shall I know to whom do you want to talk 
2 will I know which do you want to talk 
3 need I know whom do you want to speak to 
4 may I know who do you want to speak to 
   (b) 1 From where you are calling 
      2 Where you are calling from 
      3 Are you calling where from  
      4 You are calling from where  
  (c) 1Why you not inform me earlier 
     2 Why didn’t you informed me earlier 
     3 Why didn’t you inform me earlier 
     4 Why you didn’t inform me earlier 
  (d) 1 Are you being accompanied by some one 
     2 you are being accompanied by some one  
     3 Are some one accompanying you 
     4 Are anyone accompanied you 
 Gap filling 
Tips: 
 Read the passage carefully and form a general idea. 
 Mind the tense of the paragraph. 
 Check for subject-verb agreement 
 
 
Solved exercise: 
Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate option from those given below. 
 

1.Complete the passage given below choosing the correct alternatives:  ½ x 8 = 4 marks 
Tokyo was rocked by its (a) ------ earthquake in more than a year today, but escaped (b) ----- little 
damage because it (c) ------ centered far beneath the floor of the Pacific Ocean .The quake (d) ----
---- struck shortly before noon with a magnitude of 6.6 ,(e) -------- large buildings sway back and 
forth . The intense (f) ----- for about one minute caught people (g) -------- guard in Tokyo and 
other cities (h) ------- east.  
 
(a) 1 big               (b) 1 from       (c   1 is            (d) 1 who 
     2  bigger               2 by                2 was              2 whom 
     3 biggest               3 with             3 has              3 whose 
     4 very big              4 for               4 have            4 which  
 
  (e) 1 make         (f) 1 shake    (g) 1in            (h) 1 to 
       2 made             2 shaker         2 on                2 towards 
       3 send              3 shaking       3 of                  3 for 
       4 sent              4 shook          4 off                  4 forward         
 
 
 



ANS. 
 (a) biggest     (b) with      (c) was         (d) which    
 (e) made      (f) shaking     (g) off         (h)  towards 
 
                                                            FOR PRACTICE 
 

1) In fruit farms fruits are picked before they are fully ripe for otherwise they (a) ----- 
become overripe or decay (b) ------ reaching customers. Fruit picked too young (c)----
------ never ripen. It’s a problem to predict whether a certain fruit will ripen (d) ------- 
not. Now a scanner has (e)--------- developed which can predict those fruits (f) ------- 
ultimately will ripe so that farmer (g) ------- sort out future fruits from the too-green 
.The scanner works (h) ---- a ripeness predictor.  
 

(a) 1 must        (b) 1 while            (c) 1 will         (d) 1 and 
   2 shall                2 after                  2 are              2 or 
   3 may                3 when                 3 being           3 but 
   4 should             4 before               4 were            4 so 
 
 
(e) 1 being         (f) 1 who            (g) 1 can          (h) 1 for 
     2 been              2 whom               2 need              2 by 
     3 be                 3 that                  3 dare               3 so 
     4 was               4 whose               4 shall               4 as 
 
ANS. (a) -------------- (b) -----------   (c) ----------------   (d) ----------------- 
          (e) --------------  (f) -----------   (g) ----------------  (h) ------------------ 
 
2)Cataract is a (a) ------- in the lens of the eye. Today, modern (b) -------- advances have made 
cataract surgery very successful. The cause of the cataract (c) ------ are not fully known. It is 
basically (d) -------- ageing phenomenon .Next to old age (e) -------- other factors like deficiency 
of food like proteins (f) -------- vitamins ,some toxic drugs and general diseases (g)--------- 
diabetes ,infections and injuries. Nourishing diet rich (h) -------- proteins and vitamins can delay 
the onset of cataract. 
(a) 1 opaque           (b) 1 medicine       (c) 1 forming       (d) 1 a 
    2 opaqued               2 medicinal            2 formed             2 an 
    3 opaqueness          3 medical               3 forms                3 the 
   4 opacity                 4 medicated           4 formation           4 some 
 
 (e) 1 is              (f) 1 or             (g) 1 like       (h) 1 at 
     2 was                2 and                2 so              2 on 
     3 are                 3 but                 3 as              3 with 
     4 were                4 so                 4 such            4 in 
 
ANS. (A) ---------  (b) ------  (c) ------ (d) -----   
           (e) ----------  (f) -------     (g) ------ (h) -------  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION D: LITERATURE 
 

Syllabus for TERM I (SA I) 
 

FICTION 
 

TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA 
 

-A J Cronin 
 
Two Gentlemen of Verona is a touching story of Jacopo and Nicola, two brothers aged 12 and 13, 
who do odd jobs and live a hard life themselves to sustain and treat their elder sister Lucia, who is 
suffering from tuberculosis of the spine. 
A J Cronin uses the title of William Shakespeare's famous play, The Two Gentlemen of Verona in an 
ironic manner. Cronin's portrayal of these modern "gentlemen" of Verona re-defines the concept of 
what it means to be a gentleman, Cronin shows us that one may polish boots or sell newspapers, 
but it is the magnanimity of heart and the nobleness of purpose that actually determines whether 
one is a true "gentleman". 
The story recounts the hard life chosen by the two young boys so that they could pay for the 
treatment of their sister afflicted with tuberculosis. The boys exhibit sincerity and devotion to the 
cause and the maturity they display in their actions gives a new hope for humanity. 
The writer and his friend are stopped at the outskirts of Verona by two small boys when they drive 
through lower hills of the Alps. The boys are brothers Nicola, the elder and Jacopo, the younger 
one. They were selling wild strawberries. Next time when they meet the boys, they are polishing 
shoes in the public square. Interacting with them, the writer comes to know that they do various 
tasks. One mid night, they see the boys resting on the stone of a footpath. Nicola sat tired with a 
bundle of unsold newspapers. His brother was sleeping by putting his head on Nicola’s shoulder. 
The narrator asks the boys if they save the money for emigration to America, they deny and say 
that they have other plans. The writer offers them help for which Jacopo asks him to drop them at 
Poleta by their car. The writer accepts their request. 
The next afternoon, they reach the village located on a hill. The two boys are dropped from the car. 
After sometime, the writer follows them and finds from the nurse about the two boys and their 
sister. She tells him that their father, a famous singer died in the war. A bomb had destroyed their 
home. They had a cultured life, but due to the war, they were left alone on road. Lucia was a good 
singer, but now she is suffering from tuberculosis and the boys are working hard day and night for 
the treatment of their sister. Their selfless action, nobility and devotion touch the writer’s heart and 
show a greater hope for mankind. 
 
 
 
 
Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow by choosing the option you 
consider most appropriate: 
 



1) One boy had on a worn jersey and cut-off khaki pants; the other a shortened army tunic 
gathered in loses folds about his skinny frame. Yet gazing at the two little figures, with their 
brown skin, tangled hair and earnest eyes, we felt ourselves strangely attracted  

(1)One boy had on: 
(a) a new jersey 
(b) a worn jersey and a khaki pants 
(c) a coat and a pant 
(d) a sweater and a blue pant . 
 
(2) The other boy had: 
(a) a robust body 
(b) a swollen head 
(c) a stout frame 
(d) a skinny frame 
 
(3) The narrator and his companion gazed at:  
(a) two shopkeepers 
(b) two things 
(c) two little figures 
(d) two beggarly women 
 
ANS. 1) b) a worn jersey and cut off khaki pant 2) d) a skinny frame3) c) two little figures 
  
Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words. 
1) What did the narrator’s companion discover about the boy? 
ANS.The narrator’s companion discovered that the boys were real brothers. The elder brother 
Nicola was 13 years old while the young Jacopo was 12 years old. Their rags and shabby 
appearance display their acute poverty. 
2) How can you say that the boys were willing workers? 
ANS.The boys did their independent job. They shined shoes in the scorching heat. They sold 
strawberries and conducted the tourism round of the town. They sold newspapers in the stormy 
nights. They changed their work at will. That’s why they can be called willing workers. 
3)Why didn’t the narrator go inside? 
ANS. The boy’s sister was admitted into the hospital. The boys did not like to share their secret 
with the narrator. The narrator had no desire to expose them. Moreover he could not bear to 
intruder upon their happy family meeting .Therefore he preferred to stay out. 
4)Why did the boys hate the Germans? How did they react against them? 
ANS. The Germans had bombed their city and had destroyed their home. Their father was also 
killed in the war. The boys and their sister were thrown in the streets. The boys were forced to live 
in a shelter. Then the Germans became the rulers. Therefore the boys hated the Germans. To show 
their hateful reaction they joined the resistance movement. 
UNSOLVED 
 
B) Answer the following in 30-40 words each: 
1 Why did the driver not approve of their buying fruit from the boys? 
2 When did the author’s companion find out that the boys were brothers ? 
3. What were the jobs the boys did to earn money?. 
4. What attracted the visitors towards the boys ?  
5 Where did the author meet the two boys for the first time? What were they doing? 
6. Why was the author surprised to see Nicola and Jacopo working as shoe shines? 
7. How were the boys useful to the author? 
8. Why did the author say that what struck one most was their willingness to work? 
9. Why were the boys out in the deserted square at night? 



10. Were the boys quite happy to work? Which sentence tells you this? 
11.What made the author think that they were earning much? 
12.Why did Nicola say “just plans” when the author asked them what their plans were? 
13.Who asked the author to drive them to Poleta? Did the other brother approve of the request? 
Why? 
14 Did the boys try to prevent the author from finding out the real purpose of their visit to Poleta? 
Did they succeed? 
15. How did the war affect the boys’ family? 
16. How did the boys take care of their sister? 
17. Do you think the two boys enjoyed what they were doing? Why do you think so? 
18. How does the story of the Two Gentlemen of Verona give promise of greater hope for human 
society? 
19. How can you say that the boys worked quite hard? 
20. What did the narrator tell the narrator? 
21. How was the life of the boys comfortable and cultured? 
22. How did the boys react to the Lucia’s suffering from the tuberculosis of the spine? 
23. What happened when the boys rejoined the narrator? 
 
C) Long answer type questions: 
1. Write a paragraph on the early life of the two boys. 
Hints: 
Father a widower .... well-known singer ....killed in war ... bomb blast destroyed house…boys and 
sister left to the streets ... suffered ...horribly ... starvation 
 
2. Write a note on the character of Nicola and Jacopo.  
The following hints will help you: 
motherless .... loss of father .... sufferings .....loss of their house ...made their own shelter willing 
to do any job ... their devotion to ...their sister .... dedication .... patriotic ... proud…did not want 
sympathy ... 
 
2. Narrate the story of Two Gentlemen of Verona beginning with their experience during the war 

in about 200 words. You may use the following hints for your essay. 
 

Nicola and Jacopo … sons of a well-known singer and widower ... only sister Lucia ...father killed ... 
house destroyed ... children left to the streets .... starved horribly .... a shelter....built by 
themselves ... boys did different jobs. The visitors make friends .... their willingness to work .... 
one midnight .... deserted square wanted to sell newspapers .... earning money ....request author 
to take them to the country ...Drive to the country ... the boys leave the author waiting ... he 
follows ... discovers the secret. 
 
3. A J Cronin came to know the story of the two boys from the nurse in the story 'Two Gentlemen 

of Verona'. Imagine that the boys themselves narrated the story to A. J Cronin. 
Write the story in the words of the boys. You may begin like this. 
 
We were living happily in our.................................. 

 
5. Yet in both these boyish faces there was a seriousness which was far beyond their years. Does 
this sentence signal anything to you? 
Now use the following hints:  
 
Boys simple ... aged 13 and 12 ... sense of responsibility though too young .....doing anything . 



 
 
 MRS. PACKLETIDE’S TIGER 
       -SAKI 
Mrs. Packletide’s Tiger by Saki (HH Munro) is a short story in which one character’s disloyalty to 
another proves the crux of the plot. Set mostly in Colonial India, the author aims to highlight and 
ridicule the pretentious nature of the upper classes of Edwardian society. With sophisticated 
language, we are encouraged ingeniously to dislike Mrs. Packletide, who endeavours to shoot a 
tiger in order to upstage her rival Loona Bimberton. The satirical tone employed throughout the 
story enables us to applaud her gullibility at the hands of her paid companion, Miss Mebbin.  
 From the beginning the satirical tone employed increases our dislike of the petty Mrs. 
Packletide whose motive for shooting a tiger was that her rival Loona Bimberton had recently flown 
in an “aeroplane by an Algerian aviator.” This feat in those times was considered not only a daring 
and brave feat (because aeroplanes had just been invented and were nothing like the comfortable, 
reliable modes of transport they are today) but Saki’s tone also shows us his repulsion of these 
classes by implying that this feat of Loona Bimberton’s was only a show of bravery. The word 
“carried” suggests she had to be helped and coaxed along the way and in the end it was only her 
greed for the fame it would bring her that made her do it. The alliteration highlights Mrs. 
Packletide’s outrage at being battered by a rival and we see her petty nature emerge from beneath 
her mask of society’s fashion. 
 Our dislike of Mrs. Packletide’s character increases as the story continues along with Saki’s 
sarcasm. The word “ostensibly” used by the author to describe how Mrs. Packletide is planning to 
show off the tiger skin rug to her friends seemingly in order to honour Loona Bimberton, is really 
an excuse to show off to her rival and upstage her. Similarly her offer of a thousand rupees for the 
chance to shoot a tiger “without much risk or exertion” shows the extravagance of this ridiculous 
expedition on which she is intent and reminds us of her shallow nature. This detail allows the 
author’s theme to grow, showing us the stupid side of Mrs. Packletide. She has no sense of the 
value of money or the actual excitement of hunting: the hunt, the chase, the kill. 
Saki then introduces Mrs. Packletide’s paid companion, Miss Mebbin as having a: 
“morbid dread of performing an atom more service than she had paid for.” 
This statement of Miss Mebbin’s nature immediately creates in our minds a stingy, strict, sneering, 
cold-hearted woman. It also suggests she is observant and cautious, not for others but for herself. 
The title “Miss” combined with the detailed description of her thrifty nature creates an image of a 
mean old spinster. The idea that she is greedy is highlighted in the way he writes that she: 
 “adopted a protective elder-sister attitude to money.” 
Saki is suggesting that on the surface, she is unthreatening but in truth she cares for money so 
much she treats it as a person, a sibling even. This revelation prepares us for her betrayal of Mrs. 
Packletide. 
 On the night of the shoot Mrs. Packletide reassures Miss Mebbin of the lack of danger showing 
that Mrs. Packletide knows how much of a farce this expedition really is. Miss Mebbin wasn’t 
actually mortally afraid but rather was concerned in case she missed a bonus in her pay. The 
shooting’s absurd nature is highlighted even more when Saki introduces the added detail of Mrs. 
Packletide playing “Patience” with cards as she awaits the old decrepit tiger to go for the obvious 
bait. In the end Mrs. Packletide misses the stationary tiger – and kills the bait instead! However, 
the tiger dies of a heart attack because of the loud gun report. Mrs. Packletide ignores this fact and 
claims she shot the tiger, assuming Miss Mebbin will not say a word as she is merely a “paid 
companion.” The villagers keep quiet so as not to jeopardise their reward. 
 Upon returning to England Mrs. Packletide has her revenge and gains admiration from 
everyone except, of course, Loona Bimberton. Once the fuss has died down we begin to see Mrs. 
Packletide enjoying happiness and we beg for repercussions. Saki answers our plea! Miss Mebbin 



returns to her old boss to blackmail her into paying for an idyllic cottage, which she does, promptly. 
We cheer enthusiastically! 
 In my view Saki achieved his goal superbly. By making Mrs. Packletide such a fake show-off 
with his sardonic tone and extravagant language, we grow hateful of her. Her petty, selfish nature 
annoys us and the extremes she will go to achieve her aims are deplorable. Although Miss Mebbin 
is a nasty piece of work herself, we still support her disloyalty towards Mrs. Packletide because it 
results in her comeuppance. The betrayal of Mrs. Packletide gives us the ending we want to this 
humorous story and leaves us in no doubt as to Saki’s feelings towards the upper classes. 
 
II) Answer the following question in about 30-40 words. 
A) Why did Mrs. Packletide want to kill a tiger? 
ANS. Loona Bimberton had enjoyed a joy ride in an aero plane with Algerian pilot. She always 
boasted of this feat. Mrs. Packletide had a strong dislike of Loona. She wanted to outshine Loona by 
attempting a much daring feat. Therefore she wished to kill a tiger. 
 
B) How did the circumstance prove favorable for Mrs. Packletide? 
ANS. An old tiger use to roam about in the jungle around the village. It was too old and weak to 
kill a big game. So it use to feed itself on goats ,sheep ,and other domestic animals Mrs. Packletide 
availed herself of the god sent opportunity .She made efforts to obtain the tiger . Hence, the 
circumstances proved favorable for her. 
 
C) In what two ways did Mebbin show her elder sister’s attitude during the tiger’s hunt? 
ANS. Miss Louisa Mebbin was a paid companion of Mrs. Packletide .She had adopted a protective 
elder sisterly attitude towards money in general .She smartly intervened in preventing Mrs. 
Packletide from paying unnecessary tips in some Moscow hotel. She pointed out that Mrs. 
Packletide has wrongly paid a thousand rupees for the old, weak, and ailing tiger. 
 
D) What did Louisa Mebbin plant in her garden? Why did she do so? 
ANS.Louisa Mebbin exploited the situation .She threatened Mrs. Packletide that she would pass on 
her discovery to Loona Bimberton .To keep her mouth shut Mrs. Packletide bought a cottage for her 
–Mebbin named the cottage ,Les Fauves (wild beast) She planted tiger lilies there .It reminded her 
of the secret of the tiger’s death every time . 
 
III) Long Answer Question: 
Mrs. Packletide's tiger is indeed a humorous story. Saki, the author employs several techniques to 
bring in the element of humour. Mention three incidents in the story you find most humorous and 
the reasons for calling them humorous? (Word limit: 150) 
ANS.Mrs. Packletide Tiger is a humorous story from the beginning to the end Mrs. Packletide \'s 
motive for killing the tiger is preposterous as it had become a prestige issue. None of them wanted 
to face the reality. The pettiness and hunger for publicity of the characters evoke laughter. The 
publicity achieved by the two arch rivals surpassed their achievements is quite funny as compared 
to their dubious talents. Also, the way in which the villagers connive with the theory that the tiger 
had indeed died by Mrs. Packletide's shot so as to earn the promised thousand rupees evokes 
laughter. Last but not the least, Louisa's naming the cottage 'Les fauves' and growing tiger- lilies as 
a constant reminder of her victory over her arch rival are some of the incidents of humour. 
 
UNSOLVED: 
I) Short answer type questions: 
1. What were the circumstances which compelled Mrs. Packletide to undertake the tiger shooting 
expedition? 



2. What happened at the tiger shooting spot? What were the benefits and difficulties Mrs. 
Packletide has after the event? 
3. What were the humorous elements in the story? 
4. Was Mrs. Packletide an Indian or a foreigner? How do you know? 
5. Who was Loona Bimberton? What was Mrs. Packletide’s attitude to her? 
6. What did Mrs. Packletide want to do before she left the country? 
7. What seemed to happen when the rifle ‘flashed out’ what really happened? 
8. Why did Mrs. Packletide dress the way she did for the country ball? 
9. Describe the three steps taken by the villagers to keep the tiger in good humour? 
10. How did Mrs. Packletide react to Loona Bimberton’s adventure? 
11. What causes the tiger’s death? 
12. What was Mrs. Packletide’s plan to do after shooting the tiger? 
13. Why did Loona Bimberton refuse to look at the illustrated weekly? 
 
III) Long answer type questions: 
1. Do you agree with the view that the author ridicules the pretentious nature of the upper class of 
then prevailing society? Justify your answer. 
2. Describe the character of Mrs. Packletide.  
3. At the end of the story we develop hatred towards Mrs. Packletide. What is the reason for this? 
Explore the elements in the story. 
4. “The pettiness and hunger for publicity of the characters evoke laughter.” Justify your answer 
quoting from the lesson Mrs. Packletide’s Tiger. 
5. In "Mrs. Packletide’s Tiger," Saki (H.H. Munro) tackles the human beings’ fascination with wild-
game hunting, as well as the timeless drive to keep up with the Bimberton’s. Discuss. 
6. What sort of an attempt did Mrs. Packletide make? What was the result? 
7. Differentiate Loona Bimberton and Mrs. Packletide. 
8. Suppose you are Mrs. Packletide. Years later you think of tiger hunt-episode. You decide to write 
in your diary what led you to give up the big game of hunting. Write a page of Mrs. Packletide’s 
diary. 
9. Suppose you are Miss Mebbin. Your cottage is the wonder and admiration of your friends. Write 
a page of your diary recording how you managed to buy a pretty week-end cottage and maintain it 
so well. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LETTER 
-DHUMAKETU 

Coachman Ali is the central character of the story, The Letter. He is unable to bear the pain of 
separation when his daughter Miriam leaves him after her marriage. He feels lonely. He desperately 
waits for her letter, but in vain. 
The story shows the need for love, sympathy, and fellow-feeling for those who are in pain. The 
grief and the long waiting lead to Ali’s death in the end. 
Dhumaketu has portrayed the reality of life by his lively imagination, invested it with emotion, and 
touched it with a romantic idealism. His story casts an irresistible spell by the freshness of its 
theme, style and technique, a rich variety of incident, plot and situation, and its diverse world of 
distinctly individual characters, brilliant and idealistic. 
 
Gist of the lesson 
 
(Para 1-12) – Ali’s never ending wait for news from Miriam 
The story begins with a description of the long and arduous journey that Ali makes every day to the 
post office in the hope of receiving a letter from his daughter Miriam who has not been in touch 
with him since her marriage 5 years ago. He starts early when the whole town is asleep. Though he 
is poor and old, his faith and love for his daughter makes him bear the bitter cold as he plods 
supporting himself on a staff. 
The post office becomes his place of pilgrimage .He dedicatedly goes there for five long years, sits 
there through the day ,is mocked and jeered at by the post office employees as he sits at a specific 
place each day. 
He is treated like a mad man by everyone and is the object of ridicule for one and all. They think 
that he comes in vain to receive a letter that would never come. They would call out his name 
falsely to indicate that he has received a letter and enjoy the disappointment on his face. 
(Para 13-15)– Ali –a changed man 
Ali was a skilled and clever hunter once .He was so addicted to hunting that he couldn’t spend a 
single day without hunting. –something he was very good at. As he grew older he began to change 
.His only daughter Miriam married and left him to stay with her soldier husband from a regiment in 
Punjab .He transforms completely and feels lonely in her absence. Hunting no longer interests him. 
He understands the meaning of love and separation when he misses his daughter and in the simple 
hope of receiving a letter from her someday he goes to the post office religiously. 
Although he has never received a letter, he keeps at it. 
(Para 16-30) --Misery at the post office. 
The post office becomes a place of pilgrimage for him because of the devotion and regularity with 
which he comes to visit it. Receiving a letter from his daughter becomes the sanctimonious purpose 
of his life. Nobody at the post office seems to understand Coachman Ali. They are indifferent and 
use him only as a subject of their ridicule and derision. They just want to enjoy the sight of him 
jumping to the sound of his name. They just have fun and laughter at his expense, never for once 
trying to understand his pain. But Ali, does not pay heed to the cruel treatment that he receives 
and with ceaseless faith and endurance he comes daily to the post office even if to go empty 
handed. The post office employees simply write him off as a mad man before the post master. 
(Para 31-51) – Ali embraces death –remains hopeful. Towards the end of his life Ali suffers from ill 
health and stops coming for a while. People at the post office—have no sympathy, understanding or 
concern to try and guess the reason but are curious to know why he hasn’t come. At last he returns 
on recovering a little but signs of ill health, old age and approaching end can be seen on his face. 
He can no longer remain patient and pleads with the ill-tempered postmaster asking him if there 
was a letter for him The postmaster who is in a hurry gets irritated and calls him a pest. He is very 
rude to Ali and thoughtlessly and angrily scolds him. Ali is sad and helpless. His patience is 
exhausted but his faith remains intact. Before departing that day, Ali gives five gold guineas to 



Lakshmi Das –the office clerk and extracts a promise from him to deliver his daughter’s letter at his 
grave. Ali is never seen again as he dies before receiving any letter 
(Para 52-72)—Poetic Justice (a literary device that shows an ironic twist of fate intimately related 
to a character's own conduct. The postmaster who was rude to Ali suffers just like Ali did)Time 
takes a turn. The postmaster is restless and anxious because he has not received any news from 
his daughter who is in another town and is unwell. He anxiously looks through the mail only to find 
Miriam’s letter addressed to Ali. He immediately recalls the past and realizes the pain and anguish 
Ali must have gone through. A single night spent in anxiety makes him understand Ali’s heart and 
soul. He is filled with a deep sense of remorse and repentance for having been rude to Ali. He 
decides to hand over the letter himself to Ali. He hears a soft knock on the door at 5—thinks it is Ali 
who has come to receive the letter. He opens the door immediately and sees old Ali bent with age 
standing outside. 
Actually it is a hallucination that the postmaster gets. He is fearful and astonished to see the 
unearthly look on Ali’s face. Ali disappears as he came leaving the postmaster in a state of utter 
shock. 
Lakshmi Das, the clerk is shocked to hear the postmaster call out the name of Coachman Ali who 
has now been dead for three months. The letter is found near the door. Lakshmi Das tells him 
about his last meeting with Ali to convince him. That evening both of them go to place the letter on 
Ali’s grave. The postmaster understands the essential human worth of letters and doesn’t just treat 
them as envelopes and postcards anymore. Part of his penance is to keep waiting for the letter 
from his daughter. 
 
II) Answer in 30-40 words: 
a)What kind of life did Ali lead as a young man? 
As a young man, Ali had been a clever and skilled hunter. He was always successful in finding a 
partridge where others had failed. His sharp sight could spot a hare crouching low in a bush, when 
even dogs failed to see it. He hunted animals mercilessly. 
 
b) When and why did he change his attitude? 
His attitude changed when his daughter Miriam got married and shifted to another place. Then, he 
realized the pangs of separation and concluded that the world was made of love and sorrow. He left 
his old ways of hunting and now kept waiting for his daughter’s letter. 
 
c) How was the postmaster a changed person in the end?  
The post master now saw through Ali’s heart. He also realized Ali’s feelings, while waiting for his 
own daughter’s news, who was ill in another town. He now understood Ali’s pain and agony that he 
experienced, while waiting for the letter. 
He was no longer ill-tempered as he was in the beginning. 
 
 
 
UNSOLVED 
 
II. Short Answer questions in about 30-40 words: 
1. Highlight Ali’s character traits as a Shikari. 
2. What was the reason behind Ali’s transformation? 
3. Why was Ali considered to be a madman by the post office officials? 
4. What was the attitude of the postmaster towards Ali? 
5. Ali had ‘exhausted his patience but not his faith’. Explain. 
6. What do we understand about Ali’s character from his regular visits to the post office in spite of 
all the humiliation that he faced? 



7. How Ali’s faith is finally vindicated? 
8. ‘The haughty temper of the official had quite left him’. What change came about in the official 
and how? 
9. ‘He dropped it as though it had given him an electric shock’. What is being referred to? Why was 
it such a shock? 
10. What promise did Ali extract from the clerk and how did he ensure that the promise is fulfilled? 
11. What significant lesson did the postmaster’s experience teach him? 
12. How did doubt and remorse trouble the otherwise cold and merciless postmaster? 
13. The officials at the post office had much fun at the expense of Ali. Cite two examples to prove 
this. 
14. What was the postmaster’s state of mind after he had given Ali’s letter to Lakshmi Das for 
delivering it to him 
 
III) LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS: 
1.Elucidate on the happiness Ali would’ve felt had the letter come before his death 
2.Comment on the vivid phases of Ali’s transition 
3.Do you think Miriam had deliberately left her father? Why? Why not? 
4.Do you think Ali had a peaceful death? Why? Why not? 
5.Make a character analysis of the Post Master. 
6.Ali is a true representative of modern parents who are abandoned by their children. Explain. 
7. ‘The newly awakened father’s heart in him was reproaching him for having failedto understand 
Ali’s anxiety’. As the postmaster write a diary entry outlining your feelings about your former 
behaviour with Ali. 
8. Imagine you are Ali .You are completely exhausted by your futile visits to the Post Office. Write a 
letter to your friend Ashraf telling him about the disappointment and humiliation that you undergo 
every day at the Post Office and your decision to not go there anymore. 
9. Justify the title- The Letter 
10. Imagine that Ali writes a letter to his daughter Miriam after he hands over the five guineas to 
the clerk at the post office. Write his letter. 
11. Imagine you are Laksmi Das. You have finally fulfilled the promise that you made to Ali. Write a 
letter to your friend expressing how satisfied and relieved you are 
12. Imagine Ali writes his diary daily. He feels disgusted with life in going to the post office and 
waiting daily for Miriam’s letter which never comes. This feeling of utter despair has been triggered 
by the Postmaster’s insult. Ali writes his diary page that evening. Write that page. 
13. After 5 years, Miriam writes a letter to her father, expressing her personal problems for which 
she could not write. Write the letter on behalf of Miriam. 
14. Lakshmi Das writes a letter to Miriam, mentioning the sudden death of her father Ali. Write the 
letter, giving details of Ali’s sufferings and hardships. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Poetry 
Literary Device 
 
Poetry is the kind of thing poets write. — Robert Frost. 
A POET IS LIMITED in the materials he can use in creating his works: all he has are words to express 
his ideas and feelings. These words need to be precisely right on several levels at once: 
• They must sound right to the listener even as they delight his ear. 
• They must have a meaning which might have been unanticipated, but seems to be the perfectly 
right one. 
• They must be arranged in a relationship and placed on the page in ways that are 
at once easy to follow and assist the reader in understanding. 
 Words or portions of words can be clustered or juxtaposed to achieve specific kinds of effects when 
we hear them. The sounds that result can strike us as clever and pleasing, even soothing. Others we 
dislike and strive 
to avoid. These various deliberate arrangements of words have been identified. 
 
Alliteration: Repeated consonant sounds at the beginning of words placed near each other, usually 
on the same or adjacent lines. A somewhat looser definition is that it is the use of the same consonant 
in any part of adjacent words. 
Example: fast and furious 
Example: Peter and Andrew patted the pony at Ascot 
In the second definition, both P and T in the example are reckoned as alliteration. It is noted that this 
is a very obvious device and needs to be handled with great restraint, except in specialty forms such 
as limerick and humorous verse. 
 

Cacophony A discordant series of harsh, unpleasant sounds helps to convey disorder. This is often 
furthered by the combined effect of the meaning and the difficulty of pronunciation. 
Example: My stick fingers click with a snicker 
And, chuckling, they knuckle the keys; 
Light-footed, my steel feelers flicker 
And pluck from these keys melodies. 
—“Player Piano,” John Updike 
Onomatopoeia: Words that sound like their meanings. In Hear the steady tick of the old hall clock, 
the word tick sounds like the action of the clock, If assonance or alliteration can be onomatopoeic, as 
the sound ‘ck’ is repeated in tick and clock, so much the better. At least sounds should suit the tone – 
heavy sounds for weightiness, light for the delicate. Tick is a light word, but transpose the light T to its 
heavier counterpart, D; and transpose the light CK to its heavier counterpart G, and tick becomes the 
much more solid and down to earth dig. 
Example: boom, buzz, crackle, gurgle, hiss, pop, sizzle, snap, swoosh, whir, zip 
Repetition: The purposeful re-use of words and phrases for an effect. Sometimes, especially with 
longer phrases that contain a different key word each time, this is called parallelism. It has been a 
central part of poetry in many cultures. Many of the Psalms use this device as one of their unifying 
elements. 
Example: I was glad; so very, very glad. 
Example: Half a league, half a league, 
Half a league onward… 
… 
Cannon to right of them, 
Cannon to left of them, 
Cannon in front of them 



Volley’d and thunder’d… 
Rhyme: This is the one device most commonly associated with poetry by the general public. Words 
that have different beginning sounds but whose endings sound alike, including the final vowel sound 
and everything following it, are said to rhyme. 
Example: time, slime, mime 
Double rhymes include the final two syllables. Example: revival, arrival, survival 
Triple rhymes include the final three syllables. Example: greenery, machinery, scenery 
A variation which has been used effectively is called slant rhyme, or half rhyme. If only the final 
consonant sounds of the words are the same, but the initial consonants and the vowel sounds are 
different, then the rhyme is called a slant rhyme or half rhyme. When this appears in the middle of 
lines rather than at the end, it is called consonance. 
Example: soul, oil, foul; taut, sat, knit 
Rhythm: Although the general public is seldom directly conscious of it, nearly everyone responds on 
some level to the organization of speech rhythms (verbal stresses) into a regular pattern of accented 
syllables separated by unaccented syllables. Rhythm helps to distinguish poetry from prose. 
Example: I THOUGHT I SAW A PUSSY CAT. 
Such patterns are sometimes referred to as meter. Meter is the organization of voice patterns, in 
terms of both the arrangement of stresses and their frequency of repetition per line of verse. 
Allegory: A representation of an abstract or spiritual meaning. Sometimes it can be a single word or 
phrase, such as the name of a character or place. Often, it is a symbolic narrative that has not only a 
literal meaning, but a larger one understood only after reading the entire story or poem 
Allusion: A brief reference to some person, historical event, work of art, or Biblical or mythological. 
Contrast: Closely arranged things with strikingly different characteristics. 
Example: He was dark, sinister, and cruel; she was radiant, pleasant, and kind. 
Hyperbole: An outrageous exaggeration used for effect. 
Example: He weighs a ton. 
Irony: A contradictory statement or situation to reveal a reality different from what appears to be 
true. 
Example: Wow, thanks for expensive gift...let’s see: did it come with a Fun Meal or the Burger King 
equivalent? 
Metaphor: A direct comparison between two unlike things, stating that one is the other or does the 
action 
of the other. 
Example: He’s a zero. Example: Her fingers danced across the keyboard. 
Oxymoron: A combination of two words that appear to contradict each other. 
Example: a pointless point of view; bitter sweet 
Paradox: A statement in which a seeming contradiction may reveal an unexpected truth. 
Example: The hurrier I go the behinder I get. 
Personification: Attributing human characteristics to an inanimate object, animal, or abstract idea. 
Example: The days crept by slowly, sorrowfully. 
Pun: Word play in which words with totally different meanings have similar or identical sounds. 
Example: Like a firefly in the rain, I’m de-lighted. 
Simile: A direct comparison of two unlike things using “like” or “as.” 
Example: He’s as dumb as an ox. 
Example: Her eyes are like comets. 
Symbol: An ordinary object, event, animal, or person to which we have attached extraordinary 
meaning and significance – a flag to represent a country, a lion to represent courage, a wall to 
symbolize separation. 
Example: A small cross by the dangerous curve on the road reminded all of Johnny’s death. 
Synecdoche: Indicating a person, object, etc. by letting only a certain part represent the whole. 
Example: All hands on deck. 



Arranging the words 
Words follow each other in a sequence determined by the poet. In order to discuss the arrangements 
that result, certain terms have been applied to various aspects of that arrangement process. Although 
in some 
Rhyme Scheme: The pattern established by the arrangement of rhymes in a stanza or poem, 
generally described by using letters of the alphabet to denote the recurrence of rhyming lines, such as 
the ababbcc of the Rhyme Royal stanza form. 
Capital letters in the alphabetic rhyme scheme are used for the repeating lines of a refrain; the letters 
x and y indicate unrhymed lines. In quatrains, the popular rhyme scheme of abab is called alternate 
rhyme or cross rhyme. The abba scheme is called envelope rhyme, and another one frequently used is 
xaxa (This last pattern, when working with students, is generally easier for them to understand when 
presented as abcb, as they associate matched letters with rhymed words). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. THE FROG AND THE NIGHTINGALE 
       -VIKRAM SETH 
 
Vikram Seth is a well-known poet in India. He was born in 1952 in Calcutta (Kolkata). The poem 
The Frog and the Nightingale is from his book of poems called Beastly tales from Here and There 
(1991). As the title makes it explicit that the poems are based on narratives from various parts of 
the world, Greece, China, India and Ukraine not to mention the fantasy world of Gup. The poems 
highlight the tension between good and evil. These tales in verse are simple to read and are like 
the fables, teaching important lessons of life. The poem under study portrays the cunning frog and 
the Naïve Nightingale who pays the price of her innocence by losing her purity, her originality and 
ultimately her life. 
 
Gist of the Poem 
(Lines 1-34) 
Once upon a time a frog living in Bingle Bog (marshy area) croaked away in his unpleasant voice all 
night. The other creatures hated his voice and did everything in their power to make him quiet-
threw sticks, stones, prayed, insulted, complained , threw bricks but all in vain. Nothing could stop 
the frog from minstrel ling (singing) all night in his harsh voice. One night his renditions were 
interrupted when a Nightingale perched itself on the Sumac Tree and burst into the most melodious 
song ever heard under the Sumac Tree. The other creatures of the Bingle Bog unused to such 
sweet voice heard her mesmerized by the beauty of the song. Creatures from all over the forest 
were drawn towards the bird’s song and asked for a repeat performance. Toads, Tiddlers, teals 
Ducks and Herons cheered her song. Not used to praise the Nightingale kept giving performance 
the whole night. Next night when the nightingale got ready for the performance (She had all the 
mannerisms of an artist-clearing of throat, adjusting the mike, her appearance). 
(Lines 35-60) 
The Frog made his presence felt introduced himself as the owner of the tree, known also for his 
deep voice and as a columnist for the Bog Trumpet (Magazine). Highly impressed by the Frog’s 
credentials, the Nightingale was too eager to hear about his opinion. The Frog without mincing any 
words criticized her art as a professional. Nightingale being too naïve believed and defended herself 
by claiming to be original. The Frog brushed her claims aside and told her in no uncertain terms 
that without his guidance she would be nobody. 
(Lines 61-84) 
Unable to hide her excitement at her good luck, the nightingale accepted the honour of being 
trained by a musician of repute! The frog made it very clear that he would be charging a modest 
fee but assuring her that she would be able to pay back. So the Nightingale began her career as a 
performer-infused with confidence, filled with a zest for performance and inspired by the fawning, 
sang and became a sensation overnight. 
The magical quality of her song attracted creatures of the Bingle Bog from far and wide 
The opportunist frog cashed on the crowd and started charging admission fee. The arrogant and 
heartless frog never let an opportunity to make the Nightingale realize who was in control. Without 
a care for the bad weather, he would order her to practice, push her to her limit. In his role of a 
patron he became a hard task master, pushing the Nightingale to the verge of collapse. 
(Lines 85-110) 
Day after Day this went on, the Nightingale now sleep deprived and exhausted went 
on performing. The Sumac tree of Bingle Bog was humbled (honoured)by the presence of the elite 
of the Bingle Bog (Poet is being sarcastic about people who come to see musical performance only 
for the sake of showing off jewels, without little bit of interest in the art. Employing the pun on 
words the poet lists few royal titles-Duke, Count, Cardinal, Mallord, Earl who visited the Sumac tree 
to hear the Nightingale perform. On one hand the Frog was happy as his business was so profitable 
on the other hand he was jealous of the success of the Nightingale. His greed made him 



unreasonable, every day he would point out her flaws, criticized her singing, advised her on the 
technique; remind her of her goal of being successful and how much she owed him. 
(Lines 111-140) 
This constant badgering by the Frog robbed the Nightingale of her creativity. She started sounding 
bored, uninspired and no amount of mannerism could revive the audience. The cash collection 
started falling and the disinterested applause of few who still were coming gave her no happiness. 
It made her sorrowful and depressed. The frog was livid as his business was getting affected. He 
lost his temper and became cruel. He asked her to follow trends and give the people what they 
wanted. The Nightingale tried very hard, collected her wits about her, performed but alas she burst 
a vein and collapsed. The calculative Frog quickly washed his hands off the Nightingale. He pointed 
out how the Nightingale was a stupid creature, he tried to teach her but she was very nervous, 
easy on the ear and gullible. He became a little brazen as he pointed out the Bird should have 
known that one’s song should be one’s own (meaning -You can’t let other people dictate your life. 
She should have known when to say no.)The manipulative Frog not only cleared himself of all 
responsibility of the Bird’s death but also made it appear that the bird was responsible for her 
death. He projects himself as a confident, practical and wise creature who sings with elegance.  
Hence the Frog resumed his position in the Bog and continued to blare out in his harsh and 
unpleasant voice undisputed and unrivalled. The moral of the poem is that one has to pay for one’s 
gullibility. Being inspired and influenced by someone unknown and stranger is indeed a foolish 
work. The nightingale had to suffer for her misjudgment. If our self-image is based on what others 
make us believe we are, we will always be misguided. It is important to know your own worth. The 
Nightingale's gullible servile nature results in her tragic death. The pompous, scheming frog plans 
her destruction after winning her trust. Lack of confidence and good judgment of character can 
bring misery from which there is no escape. 
Frog: 
He has been portrayed as arrogant, pompous, haughty, patronizing, opportunist, condescending 
and boastful. He is used to his position of the only singer of the Bingle Bog. The entry of the 
melodious nightingale is an eye opener Being practical and worldly wise he uses his position to 
influence her He impresses upon her his superiority by discussing her art condescendingly. He 
manipulates the situation to his advantage, starts making profit by charging admission fee. His 
haughtiness is evident when he doesn’t tolerate any slips on the nightingale’s part. He gradually 
works on the nightingale’s weakness- of being rich and famous (downfall of many) 
A smooth talker brushes away the blame of nightingale’s death by philosophizing it that ‘your song 
must be your own’ 
Nightingale 
She is portrayed as the innocent, naïve, gullible, polite, unsure, timid, shy and nervous type. The 
taste of appreciation enhances her self-esteem making her gullible. 
The desire to impress makes her blind to the faults of the frog. 
Her purity, originality and piousness get shadowed by the greed for status and commercial success. 
Trapped in the vicious circle of success, she pushes herself to a point of exhaustion. Addicted to her 
status, unable to get out of the clutches of the frog she tries- The misguided efforts result in her 
death. 

 
1. Read the given stanzas and choose the correct option from the list of options given: 
Trembling, terrified to fail, 
Blind with tears, the nightingale 
Heard him out in silence, tried, 
Puffed up, burst a vein, and died. 
 
1. The nightingale was terrified of: 
(a) failure (b) humiliation ( c) losing her confidence(d) frog’s anger 



 
2. The most appropriate word that describes the nightingale’s character is: 
(a) foolish (b) diffidence (c) humble (d) obedient 
 
3. The nightingale died due to: 
(a) lack of sleep (b) bursting of a vein (c) humiliation (d) grief 
1. Answers 
(a)frog’s anger (b)foolish (c) bursting of a vein 
2. Well, poor bird she should have known 
That your song must be your own 
That’s why I sing with panache : 
 Koo-oh-ah!ko-ash!ko-ash! 
And the foghorn of the frog 
Blared unrivalled through the bog 
(a) The nightingale is referred to as a poor bird because she __________. 

(a) Could not  make much money 
(b) could not impress her audience 
(c) died due to humiliation 
(d) was too prone to influence and was foolish   

(b)The meaning of the word ‘Panache’ 
(1)Lack of confidence  

(2) very confident 

(3)patience 

(4)very loud sound 

(c) The traits of the frog reflected in the poem are__________ 

 (i)simplicity and innocence 

 (ii)stupidity and foolishness 

 (iii)sympathy and kindness 

 (iv)cunningness and cruelty 

2. Answers: 
(a) she was too prone to influence and was foolish 
(b) very confident 
(c) cunningness andcruelty 
 
3. Dumbstruck sat the gaping frog 
And the whole admiring bog 
Stared towards the sumac, rapt 
 And, when she had ended, clapped 
 
1. The animals of the Bog were dumbstruck because------ 
 (a) The frog sang very well 
 (b) The nightingale sang melodiously 
 (c) The moon shone brightly 
 (d) All the animals came to the same place 
 
2. “Whole Admiring Bog” means--------- 

(a) Creatures of the bog who hated the nightingale’s song 
(b) Creatures of the bog who liked the frog’s song 



(c) Creatures of the bog who admired the nightingale’s song 
 
3. Everyone stared at the sumac because-------------- 
(a) The frog was speechless 
(b) The nightingale had perched on it 
(c) The nightingale was sitting and singing melodiously in her sweet voice 

 
3. Answers 
(a) The nightingale sang melodiously 
(b) Creatures of the bog who admired the nightingales 
(c) The nightingale was sitting and singing melodiously in her sweet voice 
 
3. Answer in 30-40 words: 
(a) How did the frog benefit from the nightingale’s song? 
(b) How did the frog train the nightingale in her singing? 
(c) What is your impression about the frog in the poem? 
 
Answers: 
a) The nightingale sang melodiously. All the creatures came to listen to her singing. The wily frog 
charged admission fee from all of them. The frog made a lot of money, as everyone admired the 
nightingale’s song. He also sold his songs to the nightingale and made money. In this way he got 
benefitted from the nightingale’s song. 
b) The training began on a rainy day. He coaxed her to sing, although she was quite unused to 
singing in that weather. He told her to journey up and down the scales of musical notes for six 
hours, without giving her any rest, till her voice became hoarse and trembling. He advised her to 
put on her scarf and sash as this would help her to sing in the weather. He also charged her a fee 
and told her to practice for a longer time each day till her voice, like his own, grew stronger. 
c) The frog is an arrogant creature. All the creatures of the bog loathed his song. Even prayers or 
bricks fail to silence him. He considers himself as the master of the bog. He is proud of his voice. 
He is jealous of the nightingale’s popularity and is determined to remove her from the scene, and 
even succeeds. He is heartless. 
 
Unsolved 
Based on your understanding of the poem, choose the correct options for the following: 
 
 1. So the Nightingale once more, 
Quite unused to such applause, 
Sang till dawn without a pause. 
 
a) The nightingale was not used to so much appreciation as 
i. She had had no audience before 
ii. She was a no body so far 
iii. This was her first performance 
iv. She was unaware of her musical talent 
b) The creatures of the Bingle Bog requested her for another song as 
i. They were tired of listening to the unpleasant notes of the frog 
ii. They were all free and wanted to be entertained 
iii. Her musical notes were a welcome change 
iv. The frog was on a holiday 
c) The nightingale’s song made the frog think about 
i. Ways of insulting the nightingale 
ii. How ungrateful were the creatures of Bingle Bog 



iii. How to take advantage of the situation 
iv. Ways of teaching a lesson to the creatures of Bingle Bog 
 
2.  That a critic of such note 
Had discussed her art and throat 
“I don’t think the song is divine, 
But- oh, well at least it’s mine” 
 
a) The ‘critic’s claim for his reputation was that he 
i. Was known for his singing. 
ii. Was owner of the tree. 
iii. Writes for the bog trumpet. 
iv. Reflects his arrogance. 
b) The nightingale is apologetic about her song as 
i. The frog did not like it 
ii. It was copied from some where 
iii. The frog had pointed out the technical flaws 
iv. The nightingale lacked confidence 
c) Her claim that ‘at least it’s mine” implies that 
i. The song was original 
ii. She was proud of it 
iii. She wanted to show off 
iv. She was confident 
 3.  “But I can’t sing in this weather” 
“Come my dear-we’ll sing together. 
----So the frog and nightingale 
Journeyed up and down the scale 
 
a) The nightingale resists the frog’s suggestion as 
i. It was very hot 
ii. It was raining 
iii. It was very humid 
iv. It was very cold 
b) The way frog brushes away her excuses reflects his 
i. Arrogance 
ii. Hard task master 
iii. Servile 
iv. Clever 
c) Journeyed up and down the scale’ means 
i. Travel in Bingle Bog 
ii. Travelling up and down the tree 
iii. Singing on different notes 
iv. Popularity ratings 
 4.  Day by day the nightingale 
Grew more sorrowful and pale 
Night on Night her tired song---- 
Till the birds and the beasts grew tired 
a) The nightingale was growing sad and pale as 
i. The frog was always criticizing her 
ii. He was making her practice for long hours 
iii. She was afraid of displeasing her 



iv. She felt trapped 
b) The birds and the beasts grew tired of 
i. Waiting for the nightingale 
ii. Paying the frog 
iii. Uninspired songs of the nightingale 
iv. Nightingale’s repetitive performance 
 
c) The effect of nightingale’s substandard performance was 
i. The creatures started going to the frog’s performance 
ii. The creatures did not appreciate her performance 
iii. The gross collection at the ticket office fell down 
iv. The nightingale stopped singing 
 5. Dumbstruck sat the gaping frog, 
And the admiring bog 
Stared towards the sumac, rapt, 
And when she had ended, clapped 
(a)She in the above lines refers to the __________. 
(i) duck   (ii) heron 
(iii) nightingale  (iv) cuckoo 
(b) The frog was dumbstruck because__________. 
(i) he had never heard such a melodious voice 
(ii) he had never seen such a beautiful bird. 
(iii) a huge crowd had gathered to listen to his voice. 
(iv) he was  being awarded for his beautiful voice. 
(c) The whole bog clapped because__________. 
(i) the frog had told them to do so. 
(ii) the whole bog was in the habit of clapping 
(iii) she sang really very well 
(iv) she was really very beautiful and smart 
 
 II)  Short answer questions in about 30-40 words: (2 marks each) 
Based on your reading of the poem answer the following questions briefly: 
1. In spite of the frog’s crass cacophony how could he emerge as the winner? 
2. What chance incident brought some respite to the creatures of Bingle Bog? 
3. How did the frog encash on the nightingale’s popularity? 
4. What characteristics helped the frog to overpower the Nightingale? 
5. What piece of advice did the frog give to the nightingale to improvise her singing? 
6. Why do you think the nightingale lost her appeal for the masses? 
7. How did the celebrity status affect the nightingale? 
8. What do you think the nightingale was afraid of? 
9. In what sense was the nightingale a stupid creature? 
10. How did the frog become the unrivalled king of the Bog? 
11. “Every day the frog who’d sold her 
       Songs for silver, tried to scold her.” 
a) What actually made the frog scold her? 
b) What does ‘silver’ stand for.? 
c) Contrast the nature of the frog and the nightingale in the light of the above lines. 
 
12. And a solitary loon 
Wept beneath the summer moon 
Toads and teals and tiddlers captured 



 By her voice, cheered on, enraptured 
 Bravo! Too Divine! Encore 
 

     a) Who are the two characters in this story in verse? 
b) What is such a poem called? 
c) What two tall claims did the frog make? 
d) Which tree did the frog own and what did he do there? 
 
13.  This is a fairy tale, 
 And you’re Mozart in disguise 
 Come to earth before my eyes. 
 
a) Who is the speaker of the above lines? 
b) Who is Mozart in disguise? 
c) What comparison does the speaker wish to draw here? 
 
14.   Did you--- did you like my song? 
  Not too bad– but far too long. 
 The technique was fine, of course, 
  But it lacked a certain force. 
 

(a) What flaw did the frog find in the nightingale’s song? 
(b) What impression do you form about the frog? 
(c) What is your opinion about the nightingale? 

 
III Long answer questions in about 100-150 words: 
1. Do you think nightingale was responsible for her own death? Substantiate your answer with 
examples from the poem 
2. Taking the nightingale as a protégée was a ploy employed by the frog to save his position. 
Comment 
3. The poem is an example of how professional rivalry can play with the lives of people. Elaborate. 
4. Bring out the symbolism as used by the poet in the poem “The frog and the Nightingale” 
5.Write the theme of the poem in 100 words. Use the given hints: 
Simple poem– great moral---- theme - talented but meek and servile– easily influenced—talent and 
person—soon destroyed. Nightingale symbol of meekness – has talent—frog---- selfish- haughty– 
arrogant. Nightingale– no confidence– comes under frogs influence 
 
6. How did the arrival of the nightingale affect the frog? 
7. How did the frog kill the nightingale without any blame on him? 
8. The frog was boastful and insensitive. Give reasons for your answer. 
9. Think upon the gender bias and suppression in the poem (for appreciation) 
 

2. MIRROR 
– SLYVIA PLATH 

 
The poem ‘Mirror’ is an autobiographical account of mirror, highlighting its qualities. It reflects how 
a woman is disappointed and frustrated to see her gradually fading beauty and youth. It symbolizes 
the eternal truth of old age and loss of beauty in the course of life. The mirror is real and shining. It 
is unbiased. It shows what comes to it. It is a monologue of the protagonist Mirror who is free of 
any preconceptions and prejudice. It is not distorted by emotions of love or hatred as human 
beings do. 
GIST OF THE POEM: 



(Lines 1-4) 
The mirror in the poem symbolizes the eternal truth of life. It is real and shining. It is silver in 
colour and appears perfectly smooth. It does not judge others with pre-conceived ideas like human 
beings. It does not have any pre-decided ideas and doesn’t get affected by love or dislike. It has no 
feelings, emotions and preferences. It reflects exact what comes to it. It shows the person’s 
accurate image from any kind of distortion. Since mirror is exact, truthful and objective, it may 
appear as unfeeling and cruel, though it is not so. 
(Lines 5-9) 
The mirror says that it is above any kind of personal feeling. It is like God, who sees the truth and 
views everything from all corners of the world. It is something mystic and divine, above the 
ordinary and the worldly. So, like God, the mirror looks at everything with equal eye. Most of the 
time, it keeps thinking about the opposite wall which is pink and has on it. It has grown passionate 
about it and now it has begun to think of the wall as a part of its heart, here it means that it has 
become an integral part of its being, consciousness and existence. The wall flickers i.e. its view 
shakes and dims with changes in the shades of light. The mirror’s view of the wall is interrupted by 
the people’s faces and the darkness when they stand between the mirror and the wall. 
(Line 10-13) 
The mirror says that sometimes it is in the form of a lake, and when the woman looks into the 
mirror, the memories of life flash across her mind as both deeply (lake and mirror) reveal her true 
identity as a person. She attempts to see her flaws behind the darkness. The illusion created by the 
reflection of candles and the moon makes her appear beautiful and different from what she really is 
(old and ugly). But the mirror reflects her image truthfully without any bias. 
(Lines 14-18) 
The true (ugly and old) image as reflected by the mirror makes the woman ‘frustrated and 
depressed. She cries and throws her hands in agitation and despair. She is ageing but it is difficult 
for her to accept the natural process of ageing. She comes and stands in front of the mirror every 
morning; it is her face that replaces the darkness. She misses her youth and beauty. She is no 
longer charming as she was in her youth. She feels insecure and insignificant. She feels, she has 
become very ugly. The loss of her youth and beauty makes her behave like a fish out of water or a 
terrible fish trapped in the pond of time. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE 
The poem deals with the varied qualities of mirror – exactness, truthfulness and its relationship 
with the human beings (here the old woman) for years together. The whole poem revolves around 
the mirror. Hence, the title is quite apt and appropriate. The poem conveys strong message to 
humans- rather than living in the world of illusion, we need to change our thinking and attitude. We 
need to learn to face and accept the reality of life without indulging in too much of self-pity. 
 
Question1: Read the extracts given below and answer the questions by choosing the correct option-
--- 
 
Now I am a lake. A woman bends over me, 
 Searching my reaches for what she really is, 
 Then she turns to those liars, the candles or the moon. 
I see her back, and reflect it faithfully. 
 She rewards me with tears and an agitation of hands. 
 
1) The mirror is a lake as …………… 

(a) both have reflective surfaces. 
(b) both are without preconceptions. 
(c)     the mirror is truthful. 



(d) the lake is truthful. 
2) Candles and moon are called liars because……………… 

(a) of their flickering light 
(b) their light adds to the beauty of people 
(c)      their dim light hides the blemishes of one’s face 
(d) they reflect misleading images 

3) Which figure of speech has been used in ‘Now I am a lake’? 
(a) simile 
(b) irony 
(c)     metaphor 
(d) alliteration 

 
 Question2. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words. 
 
A) How the wall has become a part of the mirror’s heart? What separates them? 
ANS.Wall has become a part of the mirror’s heart because wall is always there and its reflection is 
on the mirror is also permanent. They are separated only either by the faces or the darkness.  
B) How do you think the old woman rises day by day? 
ANS.The old woman once was a young and beautiful lady. As each day passes that woman grows 
older and older. 
C) Why does the mirror appear to be lake in the second stanza? What aspect of the mirror do you 
think is being referred to here? 
ANS.In the second stanza mirror is compared to lake. It is highly suggestive. Lake cannot reflect 
exactly as a mirror. The lake also suggests the flow of time and age, hence the beauty being 
drowned in the lake. 
UNSOLVED 
Question I: Read the extract given below and answer the questions by choosing the correct option: 
A) I am important to her. She comes and goes. 
 Each morning it is her face that replaces the darkness. 
 In me she has drowned a young girl, and 
 In me an old woman 
 Rises towards her day after day like a terrible fish 
1)In the above lines ‘I’ refers to ………….. 
a)the mirror 
b)the poet 
c)the young lady 
d)the old lady 
2)What replaces darkness each morning? 
a)the lake 
b)the front wall 
c)the woman’s face 
d)the moon  
3)An old woman is compared to ……………. 
a) burning candle 
b) terrible fish 
c) mirror 
d)truthful God 
(B) I am silver and exact, I have no preconceptions. Whatever I see I swallow 
immediately just as it is unmisted by love or hatred. I am not cruel, only truthful ______ 
 
(a) “Silver and exact’ in the extract mean 
(i) Made of unalloyed silver 



(ii)Very expensive and decorative 
(iii)Absolutely silver colored 
(iv)Clear and accurate 
 
(b) “I have no preconceptions” means mirror 
(i)has no state and outdated ideas 
(ii) is very imperfect 
(iii)has no preconceived ideas 
(iv) reflects the image with a bias 
(c) “Unmisted by love or dislike’ refers 
(i) to mirror’s love and dislike for the old lady 
(ii) to impartial reflection of the old lady 
(iii) to love and dislike towards the lady 
(iv) partial reflection of the old lady’s image 
(C) The eye of a little God, four-cornered. Most of the time I meditate on the opposite all. 
        It is pink, with speckles; I have looked at it long I think it is a part of my heart. 
 
(a) The literal meaning of the expression ‘four cornered’ as used in the poem is: 
(i) in the eyes of God everybody is equal 
(ii) mirror is unbiased 
(iii) it is impartial 
(iv) the mirror is rectangular and it has four corners 
(b) The expression: ‘pink speckles’ refers to 
(i) a lady with a healthy pink face and freckles 
(ii) spots made on the mirror with pink paint 
(iii) the mirror 
(iv) the opposite wall that is pink 
(c) The expression: ‘I meditate on the opposite wall’ mean 
(i) the mirror keeps looking at the wall 
(ii) the woman keeps viewing herself in the mirror 
(iii)the mirror is in love with the wall 
(iv)the image of the wall is reflected in the mirror 
(D) Searching my reaches for what she really is, than she turns to those liars, the candles 
or the moon. I see her back, and reflect it faithfully. 
(a) The lady is reaching for ___ 
(i) her lost ring 
(ii) her lost youth and beauty 
(iii)her lost friend 
(iv)her strength and vitality 
(b) What she really is ___ 
(i) She is very beautiful and charming 
(ii) The truth that she is no more young and charming 
(iii) She has become extremely old and ugly 
(iv) She cannot hold her youth anymore. 
(c) The speaker is different from those liars 
(i) It does not show false images 
(ii) It does not tell lies 
(iii) It is faithful 
(iv) It does not mislead the woman 
(E) I have looked at it so long I think it is a part of my heart but it flickers faces and darkness 
separate as over and over. 



(i) ‘I’ and ‘it’ ‘in the above extract are___ 
(a) the young girls ………. the lake 
(b) the mirror ……… the wall 
(c) the woman ……… the mirror 
(d) the wall ….. the light 
(ii) The expression: ‘a part of my heart’ means 
(a) It lives in her heart 
(b) It is a part of her existence 
(c) It is very dear to her 
(d) It is a part of her body. 
(iii) The expression: ‘But it flickers’ means 
(a) The light flickers because of the wind 
(b) The image in the mirror flickers because of the light 
(c) The candle flame flickers because of the lives 
(d) The girl’s image flickers in the lake water 
 (II) Short Answer Questions in about 30-40 Words (2 marks each) 
Based on your reading of the poem, answer the following questions briefly. Each question carries 2 
marks. 
(a) What is the significance of the expression ‘unmisted’ in the first stage of the poem? 
(b) How does the ‘mirror’ swallow? What is the poetic device used here? 
(c) The expression – ‘I have no pre-concepts’ has a deeper meaning in context to human beings. 
Explain. 
(d) What is the other name the mirror calls itself by? Why do you’ think this comparison has been 
made? 
(e) What are the different qualities of mirror highlighted by the poet? 
(f) How is the mirror typically different from most of the human beings? 
(g) Explain- The mirror like a four cornered god and a lake. 
(h) Why do you think the poet refers to the fish in the last line? 
(i) It is not the mirror but the woman herself who is responsible for the pain that she experiences, 
comment. 
(j) What is personification? Quote some examples of personification from the poem – ‘Mirror’. 
k) What two distinctive features of mirror are pointed out by Sylvia Plath in the poem Mirror? 
l) Give two examples of personification used in the poem  
m) “In me she has drowned a young girl.” Explain. 
n) Why has the mirror been described as ‘unmisted’? What is the image it is trying to convey about 
the nature of the mirror? 
o) How does the mirror perform its functions dispassionately?  
p) What is the woman searching for in the depth of the lake? 
 III) Long Answer Question in about 100-150 words: 
Q1. Give the characteristics of the mirror as conceived by Slyvia Plath in her poem “Mirror”. 
Q2. Why does the poetess refer to the woman as a “terrible fish” in the poem ‘Mirror’? 
Q3. What kind of relationship does the woman share with the mirror? 
Q4. The woman in the poem searches for something in the depth of the mirror. What is it? 
Q5. Why has been the mirror called ‘a four-cornered God’ – What are its qualities? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



NOT MARBLE, NOR THE GILDED MONUMENTS SONNET 55) 
 -William Shakespeare 
 
Not marble, nor the gilded monuments / Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme; 
Statues and monuments will not last as long as this poem; 
But you shall shine more bright in these contents / Than unswept stone, besmeared with sluttish 
time. 
And you will last longer, immortalized in this poem, than the stone statues and monuments, which 
will fade and become dusty over time. 
When wasteful war shall statues overturn, / And broils root out the work of masonry, 
War and other disturbances will destroy statues and monuments, 
Nor Mars his sword, nor war's quick fire shall burn / The living record of your memory. 
But poetry, which memorializes you, cannot be destroyed by these means. 
‘Gainst death, and all oblivious enmity / Shall you pace forth; your praise shall still find room 
You shall outlast death and all other forces that seek to destroy things 
Even in the eyes of all posterity / That wear this world out to the ending doom. 
Even for future generations. 
So, till the judgment that yourself arise, / You live in this, and dwell in lovers' eyes. 
So you will live through this poem until judgment day. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
In this sonnet , the speaker of the poem claims that his powerful rhyme will outlast marble and 
gilded monuments, keeping the youth’s memory alive until the Judgment Day. As in many of 
Shakespeare’s sonnets, the passage of time is a major theme. Here Time is portrayed 
predominantly as a negative force connected with death and decay. Line 3, for example, personifies 
time as a sluttish character, which besmears human attempts to achieve immortality by building 
stone monuments. The poem reflects a common view during the Elizabethan age that the entire 
world was in a process of gradual decay and decline as humanity moved through time toward the 
Last Judgment, the Judeo-Christian idea of apocalypse and an end of time.  
This poem is predominantly concerned with the human desire to be remembered and immortalized 
in an attempt to overcome death. The poem suggests a strong awareness of the inevitability of 
death; images of the aging effects of time and the destructive results of wasteful war are 
emphasized. Worse than death, the sonnet suggests, is the force that conspire to ensure that an 
individual is forgotten, such as war’s quick fire and the all oblivious enmity of other people. The 
anxiety running throughout the poem is not merely due to a fear of death, but the idea that all 
traces of the self might be completely erased from the earth. The poem rejects traditional human 
attempts at preserving the memory of an individual through the building of monuments, statues, or 
buildings as doomed to either decay through the effects of time or to ruin through the violence of 
war. The sonnet itself (this powerful rhyme), however, is upheld as a vehicle of immortality that 
will not be destroyed. You live in this, declares the poet in the last line of the sonnet, suggesting 
that the youth to which the poem is addressed can somehow be preserved through the poem, 
which is immune to physical destruction. The last line of the poem also connects love with eternity 
and immortality by asserting that despite death, the youth will always dwell in lover’s eyes. This 
phrase suggests that while the body and self are lost and forgotten, love is eternal; the youth will 
somehow live in the eyes of all lovers who might read the poem throughout time. While this sonnet 
takes a defiant stand against oblivion, the speaker’s attitude towards death can be seen as 
ultimately ambiguous. L. C. Knights in his 1934 essay on Shakespeare’s Sonnets commented: In all 
the sonnets [which promise some form of immortality], it is the contemplation of change, not the 
boasting and defiance, that produces the finest poetry; they draw their value entirely from the 
evocation of that which is said to be defied or triumphed over. 



What is a SONNET? 
The sonnet is a lyric poem of fourteen lines. 
The term "sonnet" derives its meaning from the word sonnet and the Italian word sonetto, both 
meaning “little song” and "little sound". 
Solved Questions: 
I) Multiple Choice Questions: 
A. 'Gainst death and all-oblivious enmity 
Shall you pace forth; your praise shall still find room 
Even in the eyes of all posterity  
That wear this world out to the ending doom. 
 
1.What does the poet suggest here? 
a)To become a hero in the eyes of the future generation 
b)To forget death 
c)To forget all enmity 
d)To wait till doomsday 
2. Posterity will come to know about the poet’s friends--- 
(a) .By his recorded or written memory of life 
b).By the poet’s powerful rhyme 
c) By this sonnet only 
d) By the monuments gilded by him 
3.  “Pace forth” means------- 
a)Walk ahead 
b)Come ahead 
c) Stride forwards 
d) To be in race 
A. Answers 
1 (c) 2 ( a) 3 ( c)  
B. So, till the judgment that yourself arise, you live in this, and dwell in lovers' eyes 
1.The poet is addressing 
a) His father 
b)The person he loves 
c) Powerful rulers 
d) Everyone 
2. One should wait till----- 
a) One’s death 
b) One’s biography is written 
c) One creates an example for posterity 
d)The day of the last judgment 
3. These lines convey the message---- 
a) One must act in order to be loved by all 
b) One gets justice in the doomsday 
c) Everything comes to an end 
d) Poetry immortalizes friend 
B. Answers 
1. (b)  2.(d)  3( d) 
II) Answer in 30-40 words: 
a)How according to the poet, will his beloved outlive monument and time? 
According to the poet, his beloved, is captured in this sonnet and therefore shall outlive the marble 
and gilded monuments built by the princes, because the monuments shall get spoiled by time. 
 



 
 
b) How does the poet immortalize his beloved?  
 The poet immortalizes his beloved by stating that his beloved shall live forever in this sonnet and 
in the eyes of posterity. Also she will wear out this world till the judgment day and outlive it.  
c) What is the moral of the poem? 
 The moral of the poem is that literary art is not affected by time, though marble and gilded 
monuments are. They are ravaged by time but it will have no effect on his beloved who is a living 
record in this sonnet. Time is shown as a great leveler and destroyer here.  
UNSOLVED: 
I Multiple Choice Questions: 

     Not marble, nor the gilded monuments  
Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme; 
But you shall shine more bright in these contents 
Than upswept stone, besmeared with sluttish time. 
1.The rich and powerful got ornate monuments made in order to ---- 
a) show off their wealth  
b) show their position 
c) show their artistic talent 
d) be remembered till posterity 
2.The poet addresses his sonnet to 
i) time b) war c) the person he loves d) powerful rulers 
3.The rhyme scheme of this stanza is ---- 
i)aabb ii) abab iii) abba iv) abbb 
II Answer the following in 30-40 words each: 
1. What is the central idea of the poem? 
2. How does the poet glorify the work of art such as poetry? 
3. What are the things that last for centuries? 
4. What does the poet think of time? 
5. What efforts have been made to thwart the ravages of time and what has been the result? 
6. Why do you think the rich and powerful people get monuments and statue erected in their 
memory? 
7. Describe how the monuments and statues brave the ravages of time. 
Why does the poet refer to Time as being sluttish? 
8. The poet says that neither forces of nature nor wars can destroy his poetry. In fact, even godly 
powers of Mars will not have a devastating effect on his rhyme. What quality of the poet is revealed 
through these lines? 
9. What comparison does Shakespeare draw between poetry and monuments? 
10) How have the effects of war been described in this sonnet? 
11) How does Shakespeare hope his dear friend to enjoy immortality? 
12) What according to Shakespeare is more enduring- his poetry or the ornate gilded monuments? 
How? 
13. How according to Shakespeare, can poetry withstand the devastating effect of hostile forces of 
nature or deadly engines of war? 
 
III) Long Answer Questions: 
1. What is the theme of the poem? 
2. Which of two is more powerful-poetry or wars? Why? 
3. Explain briefly the reference of time in the poem ‘Not Marble, Nor the Gilded monuments’? 
4.How does the poet call his beloved, in the second quatrain? 



5.Briefly comment on the poetic devices used in the poem, Not marble, nor the gilded monuments’, 
by William Shakespeare. 

DRAMA 
THE DEAR DEPARTED 

                                                               -STANLEY HOUGHTON 
 In this ironical play, the author satirizes the degradation of moral values in the British middle 
class. It throws light on the increasing trend in the society of leaving elderly generation abandoned 
and neglected. The story also supports the idea that the elderly generation has the right to live 
merrily according to their own decisions. 
 In this play, the daughters Mrs. Amelia Slater and Mrs. Elizabeth Jordan want to get rid of their 
father, Mr. Abbel Merryweather, but both wish to get their father’s belongings. When their father 
comes to know the fact, he reveals his new will and master plan. According to new will, all of his 
belongings will be given to the daughter with whom he would be residing at the time of his death. 
Now both the daughters wish that he should live with them. Father realizes that both of them want 
his belongings and not him. Thus, he decides to marry Mrs. John Shorrocks who loves and cares for 
him. So, the dear are united instead of departing.  
Points to remember: 
1. Mrs. Slater discovers that grandfather is dead. 
2. Mrs. Slaters instructs Victoria to put her white frock with a black sash on. 
 Henry wears the new slippers of grandfather’s 
3. The Slaters fetch the bureau and the clock from upstairs. 
4. The Jordans arrive and learn the details of grandfather’s demise from the Slaters. 
5. The family sits down to have tea. 
6. They discuss the obituary announcement in the papers and the insurance premium payment. 
7. Victoria is asked to fetch the bunch of keys to bureau to look for the insurance receipt. 
8. Grandfather comes down and is surprised to find the Jordans. 
9. Grandfather comes to know how his daughters were in a hurry to divide his things between 
them. 
10. Grandfather announces his intention to change his will and to marry Mrs. John Shorrocks. 
 
 
 
SOLVED QUESTIONS 
Q-1 Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words. 
a) How would you describe Mrs. Amelia Slater? 
Ans: Mrs. Amelia Slater is a vigorous, plump, red faced, vulgar woman who can go to any extent in 
her own way. She is not ready to share her father’s bureau and the clock with her sister and so 
takes them in her possession before she arrives. She dominates her family members. Throughout 
the play, she is impolite and insensitive. 
b) What did Victoria consider as ‘pinching’? What does this show about her personality? 
Ans: The Slaters are moving away grandpa’s bureau stealthily before the arrival of the Jordans. 
They want to take it into their possession without revealing the truth to the Jordans. So Victoria 
considers it as ‘pinching’. It shows that she is a precocious girl and has the ability to distinguish 
between the good and the bad. 
c) “That is professional etiquette”. Who says these words and what kind of professional etiquette is 
being referred to here? 
Ans: Mrs. Slater says these words to Elizabeth. She was referring to the grandfather’s doctor, who 
was out when the grandfather was discovered ‘dead’. She further informs her that she did not go to 
any other doctor, because according to the professional etiquette, Dr. Pringle should attend to 
grandpa when he’s dead, as he was the one who attended him when he was alive. 
UNSOLVED 



B) “Are we pinching it before Aunt Elizabeth comes?” 
What does ‘it’ refer to here? 
1. How does Vicky conclude that her parents ‘are pinching it’? 
2. Mention the two reasons that Mrs. Slater gives for her action.  
III Short answer type questions: 
1.How does Mrs. Slater plan to outshine the Jordans? What does it reveal about her character? 
2.Why does Mrs. Slater decide to shift the bureau from grandfather’s room before the arrival of the 
Jordans? How does Henry react to the suggestion? 
3) Ben appreciates grandfather saying ‘it’s a good thing he did.’ Later he calls him a ‘drunken old 
beggar’. Why does he change his opinion about grandfather? 
4) What change does grandfather make in his new will? What effect does it have on his daughters? 
5) What are the three things that grandfather plans to do on the next Monday? 
6) What does the grandfather thank Mrs. Slater for? Why? 
7) What according to Mrs. Jordan is ‘a fatal mistake’? What argument does she offer to support her 
view? How do others react to it? 
8) Why does Mrs. Slater rebuke her daughter, Victoria? 
9) Which qualities of her sister Elizabeth Jordan are hinted at by Mrs. Slater? Are these unique to 
her? 
10) How does the bureau episode add to the merits of the play as a comedy? 
11) Why do the Slaters & Jordans fail to agree on the form and exact words of the Obituary Notice 
for the newspapers? 
12) What does the shifting of the bureau downstairs reveal about the difference between the 
attitude of the elders and that of Vicky? 
13) What, do you think, is the initial error committed by the Slaters? How does it recoil on them? 
14) How do the Slaters and Jordans react to the grandfather’s decision to get married? What 
trait of their character is revealed? 
15) How does Mrs. Slater ready herself and Victoria for the arrival of her sister, Elizabeth and Ben, 
her husband? 
16) What does Mrs. Slater ‘steal’ of her father’s things before Mrs. and Mr. Jordan arrive? How does 
Henry react to it? 
17) What do the Slaters and Jordans discuss immediately after arrival for the mourning at the 
Slaters? What does it show of their character? 
18) What of their father do Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Jordan talk about after taking tea? 
19) How do all react when they see father alive and not dead as they had thought? What does 
father say about himself? 
20) How do both the sisters quarrel after father asks Mrs. Slater why had his bureau been shifted? 
21) What does father promise to do after Mrs. Slater asks him not to be hard on her? 
22) How do Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Jordan behave about keeping father with them? 
23) How does Abel frustrate the designs of both of the sisters? 
24) What according to Mrs. Jordan is a fatal mistake? What argument does she offer to support her 
view? How do others react to it? 
25) How does the bureau episode add to the merits of the play as a comedy? 
26) How do the Slaters and Jordans react to the grandfather’s decision to get married? What trait 
of their character is revealed? 
IV) Long Answer type questions:  
a) Write the character sketch of Mrs. Slater highlighting the following points: Her greed, her 
overpowering nature, straight talk, her impoliteness and lack of the sense of feelings.  
b) In the play the two daughters do not seem to be concerned at their father’s death. Do you think 
it is proper? Why? 
c) How are the two sisters exposed in the play, The Dear Departed? 
d) Justify the title of the play, The Dear Departed. 



e) Discuss the comic elements in the play. 
f) What are ironical elements that make the play a comedy? 
g) Compare and contrast Henry’s character with that of this wife. Support your answer with 
evidence form the play. 
h) What is your impression about Abel as portrayed in the play? 
i)How is the play a kind of bitter commentary on the hollowness of familial love and relations? 
j) Compare and contrast the character of Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Jordan. 
 k) How does the spat between his daughters lead to grandfather discovering the truth? 
 l)“Grandfather is not entirely right in moving away from his daughters.” Discuss. Give reason   in 
support of your answer. 

 
SAMPLE PAPER S A - I 

Class X ENGLISH  (Communicative) 
  
Maximum Marks:  70 +20 (ASL)= 90 Marks 
 
The Question Paper is divided into three sections: 
 
Section A: Reading-                                                  20Marks 
Section B: Writing & Grammar -                                 25Marks  
Section C: Literature Text book & Long Reading Text -   25Marks 
  
General Instructions: 
1. All questions are compulsory. 
2. You may attempt any section at a time. 
3. All questions of a particular section must be attempted in the correct order. 
 
 

SECTION - A: (READING) (20) 

 
  
Q 1 Read the following passage carefully:                                          (8marks) 
1. Our house is filled with photos. They cover the walls of my kitchen, dining room and den. I see our 
family's entire history, starting with my wedding, continuing through the births of both sons, buying a 
home, family gatherings and vacations. When my sons were little, they loved to pose. They waved, 
danced, climbed trees, batted balls, hung upside down from the jungle gym and did anything for a 
picture. But when they reached adolescence, picture-taking changed into something they barely 
tolerated. Their bodies were growing at haphazard speeds. Reluctantly they stood with us or with their 
grandparents at birthday celebrations and smiled weakly at the camera for as short a time as possible. 
2.  I am the chronicler of our photographs. I select those to be framed and arrange the others in 
albums. The process is addictive, and as the shelves that hold our albums become fuller and fuller, I 
wonder what will become of them. Will anyone look at these photographs in future years? If my sons 
look at them, what will they think of us and of themselves? One bright afternoon, I took some 
photographs of my father with my husband as they fished in a lake near our vacation house. As my 
sons and I sat on the shore and watched them row away, I picked the camera up and photographed 
the beautiful lake surrounded by green trees. The two men I loved gradually grew smaller until all I 
could see were my father's red shirt, and the tan and blue caps on their heads.  
3. My father died a week later, and suddenly those photos became priceless to me. I wept when I 
pasted them in our album. I wept again afterwards when I saw my younger son looking at them. It 
was a few days before he went away to college. He had taken all our albums down from the 
bookshelves in the den and spread them out on the carpet. It had been a very long time since I had 



seen him doing this. Once he stopped posing for pictures, he seemed to lose interest in looking at 
them. But now he was on the verge of leaving home. This was his special time to look ahead and look 
back. I stood for a moment in the hall by the den, and then tiptoed away. I didn't take a photo of my 
son that afternoon, but I will remember how he looked for as long as I live. Some pictures, I learned, 
don't have to be taken with a camera. 
 
1. Fill in the summary using one word only.                                  (1x4= 4 marks) 
The author was (a) _____________________________ about taking photographs and 
framing them. But she always (b) _____________________________ whether her sons would ever 
look at them. She was full of (c) _____________________________ when she pasted the pictures of 
her father's last days in the album. She learnt that some pictures always (d) 
_____________________________ in one's mind without a camera. 
 
2. Two examples that show that the author's sons were averse to taking photographs are:                                                                                   
(lx2=2 marks) 
(a) _______________________ 
(b) _______________________ 
 

2. Complete the sentences :                                                (1x2=2Marks) 
(a) The author calls herself a chronicler of photographs because…………………… 
(b) As the author’s younger son was to leave for college……………… 

 
Q No.2. Read the passage given below:                                                       12 Marks  
The Bandhavgarh National Park derives its name from the most prominent fort of the area. Legend 
has it that Rama gave this for to his brother Lakshmana to keep a watch on Lanka, hence the name 
Bandhavagarh (Sanskrit for brother’s fort). The 2,000-years-old fort, in ruins now, is on a flat-topped 
hill with rocky slopes as steep as the walls of a fort. Various dynasties are recorded to have ruled from 
the Bandhavagarh fort. The Kalachuris occupied the fort until the Baghels took it over 13 century and 
ruled their kingdom from their until 1617. The Baghel king Maharaja Vikramaditya Singh moved his 
capital to Rewa in 1617, living the fort virtually deserted. However, people continued to live here until 
1935. The fort was gradually reclaimed by the forest, and today tigers and leopard frequent it along 
with fauna such as langurs and sambar. Some black buck also survives on the hill until the yearly 
1990s. It is believed that the blackbuck may have been introduced here by the Mughals, since the 
hilltop does not really have an environment that is suitable for the animal. After the princely states 
merged into the Union following Independence, the forests faced rampant degradation. Concerned 
about the future of Bandhavagarh Maharaja Martand Singh of Rewa put forth a proposal to the 
government, on the basis of which an area of 105 sq. km . was declared the Bandhavagarh National 
Park in 1965. The area was increased to 449 sq. km in 1982, and in 1983 a further 245 sq. km. of the 
forest at adjacent to Bandhavagarh was declared the Panpatha Wildlife Sanctuary. In 1993, the whole 
of this area was declared the Bandhavagarh Tiger Reserve, the country’s 21st.  
Today, the tiger reserve is spread over 1514 sq. km. and includes buffer of 820 sq. km. The 105 sq. 
km. Tala Range, the portion initially notified as the Bandhavagarh National Park, is famous for its 
Tiger. It includes the Bandhavagarh fort and the surrounding hills and lowlands covered with dry 
deciduous forests grassland. The Charanganga, which arises from the feet of Sheshshaiya, the statue 
of a reclining Vishnu, is the most conspicuous perennial stream here. Tigers have found a suitable 
habitat in the Tala Range, which is also home to the animals that they can feed on, chiefly sambar, 
chital and wild pigs. Photographs, stories and films about several tigers such as Charger, Sita and 
Mohini made Bandhavagarh famous. (Source-frontline) 
 
I. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words.             (2x4=8 marks) 
 a. What did the Mughals introduce? 
 b.  How did the fort derive its name as Bandhavagarh? 
 c. What was Maharaja Martand  Singh’s proposal regarding Bandhavgarh? 
 d.What are the salient features of Bandhavagarh National Park? 



II. Choose the correct option that is closest in meaning to the words given below :  
          (1x4=4 Marks)                     
1. Rampant 
A) Controlled    B)   Hampered C) Widespread D) Gathered 
 2. Perennial 
A) Short-lived     B) Everlasting C) Transitory D) Annual   
3. Conspicuous 
A) Noticeable   B) Unremarkable C) Famous D) Temporary 
4. Deciduous 
A  Ceaseless  B) Impermanent  C) Eternal   D) Lasting 
 

 
Section B Writing  & Grammar :25 marks 

  
Q.3 You are Dolly/Dilip .You saw an advertisement in a magazine for youth. Upset by the misleading  
language, you decide to write an article entitled ”Health is a treasure with no short cuts “for publication 
in your school magazine. Write the article in 100-120 words.                                                                                                
5 marks 

Q.4 Complete the story.                                                                            (10 Marks) 
A man had his house on the roadside. The outer wall of his house was beautifully painted. But 
every other day, someone or the other would stick bills……………… 

 
Q.5 Complete the paragraph choosing the correct options : 3marks 
When (a) __________ papayas (b) __________ our garden were ripe, grandmother(c)__________ 
sent a basket of (d) __________ to her friend, Mrs. Ghosh (e) __________ was the Principal (f) 
__________  the nursery school.  
 
(a) (i) a (ii) the (iii) an (iv) few 

(b) (i) on (ii) for (iii) in (iv) upon 

(c) (i) ever (ii) usually (iii) never (iv) is 

(d) (i) them (ii) it (iii) these (iv) tha(e)  

(e) which (ii) when (iii) that (iv) who 

     (f) (i) of (ii) in (iii) on (iv) for 

 

 

Q.6 The following passage has not been edited . There is an error in each line. Write the incorrect 
word and the correction in your answer sheet against the correct blank number. 

                                                                                                         (4Marks) 

 Firozabad is famous for their                                      (a) ___________ 

glass bangles. Ever other family in                             (b) ___________ 

Firozabad is engaged with making                              (c) ___________ 

bangles. This is the centre in India‘s                           (d) ___________ 



glass-blowing industry when families                         (e) ___________ 

have spend generations working                                 (f) ___________ 

around the furnaces. Even children worked               (g) ___________ 

near the glass furnaces of high temperature.              (h) ___________ 

 
Q.7 Rearrange the following to form meaningful sentences.             3 marks 

a) an immediate / of energy / bananas are / source / and prolonged  

b) levels up / snacking / helps to / on bananas / keep blood sugar / between the meals 

c) bananas can / people trying / smoking / also help / to give up 

               Section C Literature & Long Reading Text (25Marks)  

  
Q.8 Read the excerpt given below and answer the questions that follow : 3marks 

 
Animals for miles around 
Flocked towards the magic sound 
And the frog with great precision 
Counted heads and charged admission 
 
(a) What made the animals flock at the Bingle Bog? 

(b) Why did the frog count the head with precision? 

(c) What characteristic of the frog is revealed in these lines ? 

                                                   OR 

 
 “I do not call that delicate, stepping into a dead man’s shoes in such haste.” 

 a)  who makes this comment? 

 b)  What prompts the speaker to say this ? 

 c) Bring out the significance of this statement ?  

Q.9 Answer any four of the following in about 30- 40 words.       (2x4= 8 marks) 

 a). How did the war affect the boys’ family? 

b). Justify the statement of the mirror,  I am not cruel, only truthful. 

c).At the end of the lesson Mrs. Packletide decides to stop indulging herself in game shooting. Why 

did she take such a decision? 

d) Why did Ali give up hunting?  

(e) How did the frog exploit the nightingale? 

Q.10 Suppose you are the postmaster in ‘The Letter’  describe how you have come to realize the 
importance of a letter in 80-100 words                            (4 Marks) 
                                                                  OR 
 
         Yet in both these boyish faces there was a seriousness which was far beyond their years. 
Does this sentence signal anything to you? Write a paragraph in about 80-100 words about the 
boys’s lifestyle and the need for it. 
 



Q.11 Do you get any inspiration after reading ‘The Story of My Life’. Write in about 150-200 words.                                                                               
(10 Marks) 

OR 
       Give the character sketch of Miss Sullivan, Helen’s teacher in 150-200 words.   

 
 

 


	It is a far cry from summer holidays one experienced while growing up. For holidays every year meant one thing and one thing and one thing alone- you went back to your native place, logged in with the emotional headquarters of your extended family and...

